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 Territorial Tattler
 Newsletter of the Territory Tellers
Spring 2023 www.territorytellers.com

Territory Tellers offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting workshops 
and providing information at professional conferences and regional and local events.

My mother always said, “Time flies when you’re 
having fun.”  This quote came to my mind when I began 
to write this, my last article as president of Territory 
Tellers.  When I started my year as president, my most 
dreaded assignment was writing an article for Tattler’s 
President’s Message.  Just thinking about writing, I 
felt like I was biting into an Oklahoma persimmon 
for the first time. (That’s a story I need to tell one of 
these days.)  And now, here I am, with my fingers 
on my Apple laptop getting ready to write this last 
President’s Message and my first thought is, “My 
how time flies when you’re having fun “

My year has been fun because I have had a 
great team to work with.  Fun because we had a great 
time at our Winter Retreat, in spite of broken pipes, 
changes, and crazy Oklahoma weather. Fun because 
we survived, and thrived using ZOOM for board 
meetings and bi-monthly storytelling concerts. (Well 
almost bi-monthly.)

I’m excited because I will see my primary ob-
jective fulfilled. Yes, this June the Spirit of Oklahoma 
Storytelling Festival will be in person and in a prime 
location, Stroud Oklahoma, in the center of the state and 
on historic Route 66!  So Territory Tellers get ready for 
some “Fun in June.” Invite your friends and family, get 
your suitcase packed and your stories ready, because you 
will have the time of your life as we get together to meet, 

eat, listen, and tell our stories, June 2 and 3 for our 17th 
annual Storytelling festival! 

And now, as president, I say good-by with a quote 
from Nathaniel Hawthorne. “Time flies over us, but 
leaves its shadow behind.” To me this shadow of time 

isn’t dark or sad, but a memory imprint that will be there 
long after I am gone.  So many of my Territory Teller’s 
friends have left positive, joyful memories on my jour-
ney and I do hope that my memory will leave the same 
‘shadow’ on the future of Territory Tellers of Oklahoma. 

 Barbara Wright Jones

President’s Message

Time flies when you’re having fun

continued to page two

In March, I was a speaker for Wordwright OKC 
Christian Writers. They meet at the Last Drop Coffee 
Shop on Lincoln Blvd in Oklahoma City. (Their coffee 
was better than Starbucks.)

I was asked to speak about Stories We Tell, Written 
And Spoken.  I also had the opportunity to share about 
Territory Tellers organization and our mission. Many 
were interested in learning how to become an oral 
storyteller and plan to come to our Spirit of Oklahoma 
Storytelling Festival in June. 

Their members have published articles and books 
and in several venues. The book, Walking in Moccasins 
by Margaret King Zimmerman, mother of member Bar-
bara Zimmerman, will be in the new Indian Museum in 
Oklahoma City. Wordwright V.P. Donna Le attended our 
Winter Retreat. After the retreat, she joined Territory Tell-
ers and has agreed to have her name on our nominating 
list for member at large next year. You may learn more 
about Wordwright at www.wordwrightsOK.com       BWJ

Stories We Tell, Written And Spoken
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Tattler Deadlines
We want to include the information you are interested 

in! Please have information in by the following dates for 
inclusion: 

January  1  • March 1  •  July 1  •  October 1

Don’t forget the Annual 
Meeting at the Festival!

In case you missed the email that Vice-President Liz Parker sent 
out to membership on March 18th, there are a few things that will 
come up for a vote at our Annual Meeting on June 3rd at the Spirit 
of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival in Stroud. 

First a vote on the proposed slate of officers for 2023-2024 will 
be taken. Nominations for elected directors can be accepted from the 
floor at the annual meeting. Below is the slate of officers that was 
presented to the board at their March 18, 2023 meeting:

President – Tony Hardman
Vice President – Liz Parker
Secretary – Teresa Vale
Treasurer – Rosemary Czarski
Past President – Barbara Jones
At Large Board Members
 Fran Stallings
 Stephanie Scott
 Marilyn Hudson
 Donna Le
 David Titus
 Richard Czarski
Second, an amendment to the Bylaws will be presented fleshing 

out the Organizational Membership: 
An organization whose mission includes supporting storytell-

ing may join Territory Tellers with an organizational membership 
at a membership price of $40.00.  This organizational membership 
is entitled to one organizational vote on issues brought before the 
membership.  For this organizational membership the organization 
is entitled to certify up to three people (organizational employees) 
to participate in membership activities.  Any organizational mem-
bers who prefer to have their individual participation may join as 
full regular members.  A special organizational membership titled 
“Story Student Membership”, will also be available to any person, 
of any age, who is certified by that organization as participating in 
training activities related to storytelling skills, sponsored by the or-
ganization.  This designated membership will be at $10.00 for initial 
registration for two years, after which they will be encouraged to 
join as regular members.

This will become a part of Article 111 Membership, Section 1 
Members. A complete copy of the Bylaws is available on our website.
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17th Annual

Spirit Of Oklahoma 
Storytelling Festival Hits 
The Road:  Stroud And 
Route 66 In 2023

Did you know?
Your membership with Territory Tellers includes a posting on our website 
that includes your photo and bio? You just need to provide that information 
to our webmaster, Shawn Perkins, okiestoryteller@gmail.com, and she will 
make it happen. 

Oklahoma’s statewide storytelling organization, 
The Territory Tellers of Oklahoma, a non-profit 501(c)(3) 
organization, promoting the art of storytelling, announces 
that the 17th Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival will 
be in Stroud, Oklahoma, Saturday, June 3, 2023. 

Featured guest-teller is Rosie 
Best-Cutrer from Kansas, (https://
www.rosiecutrer.com/). She is a na-
tionally known performer, author, and 
educator who has shared stories in a 
host of settings. 

The festival will feature oppor-
tunities to hear amateur and profes-
sional storytellers sharing in concerts, 
learn about the art form in a variety 
of workshop sessions, and maybe an 
opportunity or two for participants to 
share a tale. 

A PRE-EVENT will be an in-
troduction to storytelling led by in-
ternationally known Oklahoma based 
storyteller and author Fran Stallings 
(www.franstallings.com). This event 
will be Friday June 2 at 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
Cost will be only $10 for this one 
workshop. A free meet-greet-and story 
will be from 6:45 to 8:30 p.m. 

The main festival will begin at 
8:30 a.m. on Saturday June 3 with reg-
istration, first workshops and concerts 
beginning at 9 a.m.

All events are being held in the 
educational spaces of Stroud First 
United Methodist Church at 324 N 
2nd Ave, Stroud, OK 74079. 

The cost for the all-day Saturday, 
June 3, event will be $35, and is open 
to anyone 16 years and over. Half-day 
and evening only concert tickets will 
also be available. Registration and 

membership options can be found through the Territory 
Tellers website but onsite registration will also be possi-
ble. Past festivals have been held in Seminole, Oklahoma 
City, Guthrie, and other locations with people attending 
from several states.  

The event features quality story-
telling performances, called concerts 
and fun skill building workshops to 
find and develop an interest in this an-
cient and ever new art form. Informal 
story swaps, mini-concerts and more 
await. Educators and professional sto-
rytellers will welcome the continued 
education the workshops can provide 
for their storytelling activities. 

Last year, over 20 performing art-
ists presented during a two-day Zoom 
event with attendance of over 195. 
People participated from nine states, 
including Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas, 
Missouri, Tennessee, North Carolina, 
Minnesota, New York and California. 
As one participant commented, about 
the event: “A wonderful, heart-warm-
ing experience! It was lovely to witness 
the pleasure that the audience took in 
the stories, the warmth of the welcome 
to friends both old and new, and the 
exceptional quality of the stories and 
the storytelling. While this is a small 
festival, it is one of quality and excel-
lence.”

For questions or more infor-
mation, contact TerritoryTellers@
hotmail.com; Website/Membership 
and/or Registration, Territory Tellers 
– Oklahoma’s Storytelling Organi-
zation at www.territorytellers.com or 
the Territory Tellers representative in 
Stroud Marilyn A. Hudson, at author-
marilynahudson@gmail.com.  

Fran Stallings, top, and Rosie Best-Cutrer, 
below, are slated to share their talents st 
the 2023 Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling 
Festival.



4

Greetings, story folk (and poetry ones, too). I 
enjoyed a wonderful festival in Denton recently, the 
Texas Storytelling Festival. I had an amazing group for 
my workshop on putting poetry into your storytelling. 
I also enjoyed the Poetry Slam, conducted so wonder-
fully by Michael Guinn.

I had intended to participate in the 
slam but Michael needed judges so I took 
off my recitation hat and put on the judge 
one. What an wonderful group of poets we 
got to see! I feel like poetry can always 
have some sort of place in storytelling 
events. My favorite contestants, of course, 
were the ones who delivered their poetry 
from memory, telling “stories” from their 
face.

At the Rural Oklahoma Museum of 
Poetry, I am gearing up for National Poetry 
Month. April is always busy, as we have 
our annual festival, Wonder City Wordfest 
in the middle of the month. This year it is 
on April 15, and do we have some great fun in store for 
you if you can make it over to Locust Grove.

The Wordfest events will run from 11:00 to 3:00, 
and much of it will be outdoors, so we are hoping for 
good weather. Poetry is the focus, but you can bet some 
storytelling will surround the day’s activities, too. We 
will be giving out the awards for the Oklahoma Poem 
Contest, and we will have a very special guest, too.

Zhenya Yevtushenko, the son of the late Russian 
poet Yevgeny Yevtushenko, will talk about his father 
and read some of his poetry. Zhenya’s family recently 
donated some of his father’s items to the museum, so 
we will be dedicating that small exhibit and discussing 

Yevgeny Yevtushenko’s Russian homeland, plus his 
adopted home of Tulsa, where he lived for many years.

We will also have a fun craft for people of all 
ages to do: kite-decorating and flying. ROMP’s Martial 
Arts & Haiku class leader Master Paul Flaherty will 

be on hand and some 
class participants will 
demonstrate breathing 
and stretching exercis-
es, self-defense moves 
and more. Plus, there 
will be an impromptu 
haiku contest that any-
one can enter.

Details of the day 
are under EVENTS at 
ROMPoetry.com or at 
the museum’s page on 
Facebook.

In April, I will be 
spreading the poetic 

and story word at the National Association for Poetry 
Therapy conference in Denver, where I’ll conduct a 
workshop on story spine poetry, and at the Popular 
Culture Conference in San Antonio, where I’m giving 
two talks, one on poetry in podcasting and the other a 
reading from my memoir “From Snake Creek Road: 
A Girl’s Memoir of 1977.”

Lastly, April 27 is Poem in Your Pocket Day, an 
initiative of the Academy of American Poets. Carry a 
poem in your pocket that day. Visitors to the museum 
who share their pocket poem will get a prize. More 
details about the day are at poets.org.

 Shaun Perkins

Rural Oklahoma Museum 
of Poetry

416 E. Main
Locust Grove OK 74352

(918) 479-ROMP
ROMPoetry@gmail.com

ROMP Story Life
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Tony Hardman told the story of “The Eagle That 
Thought He Was a Chicken” at the first OPSU Talent 
Show.  He didn’t place, but several students compli-
mented him on how powerful the story was and several 
students even quoted him on Snapchat, particularly the 
ending of the story: “If you want to soar with the eagles, 
you need to stop pecking with the chickens.  It’s time 
to fly.”

Recently the cast of the Main Street Guymon 
production of Voices of the Santa Fe Trail was given 
an outstanding community service award. Tony played 
two characters in the production; the first being a calvary 
soldier, the second being a Jesuit priest.

Lastly he has also been in the Guymon Community 
theatre production of Nightfall with Edgar Allan Poe.  It 
is a story of Edgar Allan Poe trying to determine if he 
has gone insane.  The Poe character was divided into 
two separate characters, Poe himself, and then Poe as a 
character in his own stories, referred to as Edgar.  Tony 
played the character of Edgar.

Territory Tellers were well represented at the 38th 
Annual Texas Storytelling Festival March 9-12.

1. Fran Stallings told a story in the Ghost Story 
Concert. She also told in the Liars Contest. Of special 
note, Fran was announced as a feature Teller at the next 
Annual Texas Storytell-
ing Association Festival in 
2024. 

2. Tony Hardman 
took first place in the Liar’s 
Contest at the Texas State 
Storytelling Festival by 
telling his “Grandpa and 
the Buffalo” story. He also 
performed in the Fringe 
Concert playing the outlaw 
Emmett Dalton, in the story, 
“Emmett Dalton Tells His 
Story.”

3. Valerie Kimble 
told as a “Rising Star” repre-
senting Territory Tellers at a 
Saturday afternoon concert. 
Valerie was also given the 
Martha Len Nelson Special 
Services Award. This is a 
major award recognizing Valerie for several years work 
on the festival.

News and Notes on Members
4. Shaun Perkins did a major 90 minute workshop 

Saturday morning on putting poetry in your stories. She 
also was a judge for the poetry slam.

5. David Titus brought his string magic to a youth 
workshop for grades 3-12.

6. Chester Weems did a 90 minute workshop on 
collecting family stories. He also was facilitator at a story 
swap and was the event photographer. It was announced 
he also is on the committee developing the upcoming 40 
Anniversary book about the Teas storytelling festival. 
This is where our recently approved tributes will be 
placed.

7. And we would like to claim a few Texans, that 
have been important to TT and are members. Fred 
Peters, told a ghost story and facilitated a story swap. 
Nancy Mathews, now living in Texas, told a story at the 
swap. Jaye McLaughlin was everywhere, especially 
the story store. And we can’t overlook national treasure 
Elizabeth Ellis, featured teller and behind the scenes 
supporter of TT.

4

5

3
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Registration Fees:
 • Friday Pre-event: $10.00
 • Saturday All Day: $35.00  
 • Option: Saturday Evening Concert only: $5.00
 • Option: Saturday Half-day Only: $20.00
 • Option: TT Membership/Renewal: 
  $25.00 Individual, $40 Family.
Saturday Lunch Options
 • Local venues, or
 • Bring your Own Brown Bag, or
 • Optional: Pre-registration Order:  
  $10.00 Salad/Pizza - on site (Must be Pre-ordered)

Tentative Schedule:
Friday, June 2, 2023 -PRE-EVENT 
4-5:30 pm ........................................................Workshop

Storytelling 101 
Fran Stallings
Parlor room, Educational building

6:45-8:45 pm .................... Meet & Greet - Free event

Saturday, June 3, 2023 
All Events in the Main Building 

8:30 am .......................................................Registration
Coffee, registration, welcome, Photo 
Booth, exhibits
Fellowship Hall

9:00 to 10:30  ..................................................Workshop 
Developing A Family Storytelling Tradition

Rosie Best-Cutrer
This interactive workshop will explore 
ways families can incorporate storytell-
ing activities in their lives.
Conference Room

9:00 -9:30 am ...................... Table-talk (Story activity)
Fellowship Room

9:35 -10:30 am .............................................. Open Mic 
Try your hand at a 5 minute story 
Fellowship Room

June 3, 2023
All events will be at the 
Stroud First United Methodist Church
324 N. 2nd Ave, Stroud, OK
Ages: Suitable for 16 and above

Spirit of
Oklahoma
Storytelling Festival 

10:30 to 10:35 am .............................................BREAK

10:35 to 11:30 am ..................... Formal Mini-Concert
Come and hear 5-10 min. stories
Fellowship Room

10:35 to 11:30 am ...........................................Workshop 
Faith & Bible Stories

Marilyn A Hudson
Conference Room

11:30 to 1:00 pm ..........................BREAK for LUNCH
Various Restaurants in Area: The Rock 
Café, Ruby’s; Lin Cuisine (Cash Only); 
Fiesta Cozumel; Sonic, McDonalds, 
Simple Simon Pizza; The Q

12:00 to 12:50 pm .................................... Tales & Pails 
Optional pre-registration Pizza or your 
own Sack Lunches. Drop your name in 
the “pail” for a chance to tell!
Fellowship Room

1:00 to 2:25 pm ...................................Annual Meeting
Fellowship Room

2:30 to 3:40 pm .................................. Route 66 Stories
Conference Room

3:50 to 5:00 pm ....................................... Liars Contest
Fellowship Room

5:00 to 6:30 pm .................................... MEAL BREAK

6:30 to 7:00 pm .................................... Opening Music
Fellowship Hall

7:00 to 9:00 pm ..................................Evening Concert
Tribute to Tellers Lost This Year
 Selected Opening Tellers
Featured Teller Rosie Best-Cutrer
Fellowship Room

9:00 - 10:00 pm .......................... TT members clean up
Set up tables & chairs
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Read reviews

Cattle Country Lodge
Tripadvisor Traveler Rating

 165 reviews

Recent Traveler Reviews

!!!!!"""#$

Tripadvisor Ranking

2 of 4 hotels in Stroud#

 
“i booked a Jacuzzi room for new years weekend. When i checked in they
tried to...” more

 
“Good choice for folks travelling with a pet. Oly $10 additional vs $50 at the
Hampton....” more

 
“From the first night stay the shower would not drain, it was standing water.
Come to...” more

 
“I understand that the choices are limited in Stroud, but I think that they use
that...” more

Review Cattle CountryReview Cattle Country
LodgeLodge

Title your review - Describe your stay in 
one sentence or less. 

Continue

(Click to rate)!!!!!$$$$$

Cattle Country Lodge

 Phone: 918-968-9515   Fax: 918-968-9208

 1200 N 8th Ave,1200 N 8th Ave,  Stroud,Stroud,  Oklahoma,Oklahoma,  74079-4751,74079-4751,  USAUSA

Powered By Vizlly

Write a review

RESERVATIONS

918-968-9515 BOOK TODAYBOOK TODAY

HomeHomeHome RoomsRoomsRooms AmenitiesAmenitiesAmenities RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant AttractionsAttractionsAttractions LocationLocationLocation ReviewsReviewsReviews

Cattle Country Lodge has been chosen as the 
Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival lodging. 

A total of 20 rooms have been blocked for our 
weekend at a cost of $70/night/room 

918-968-9515

Mail-In REGISTRATION 
FORM 

JUNE 2-3, 2023  
 

 

NAME___________________________________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address_____________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone_____________________________________________________________________ 

Where did you hear about the festival? _________________________________________________ 

FESTIVAL ALL DAY PASS, JUNE 3 

Number of registrants_____@$35.00 each =     __________ 

FESTIVAL HALF-DAY PASS, JUNE 3 

 Number of registrants_____@$20 each =     __________ 

OPTIONS 

Pre-Event Workshop: Introduction to Storytelling 
 Number of attendees (Age 16+)_______@ $10 each =       __________ 
 
Sat. Salad with Pizza Lunch 
Number of lunches______@ $10 each =      __________ 
 
Sat. Night Concert Only 
Number of attendees_____@ $5 each =      __________ 

JOIN OR RENEW MEMBERSHIP IN TERRITORY TELLERS OF OKLAHOMA 

Individual_______@ $25.-00 or family/group__________ @$40  =   __________ 

One-Time Donation to Territory Tellers of Oklahoma     __________ 
 

                TOTAL DUE =____________ 

MAIL with Check made out to Territory Tellers to: 

Rosemary Czarski, PO Box 548, Jones OK 73049 

www.cattlecountrylodge.com

Mail-in Registration Form
June 2-3, 2023

*Pre-registration deadline is May 19th
To register online, go to 

territorytellers.com 
and pay by PayPal

*
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Territory  Tellers
 of oKLAHoMA

Women’s Women’s Stories ConcertStories Concert
April 1 at 7:00 p.m.  

via Zoom
Watch for the Zoom link to be sent to our membership email list

Amazing stories of the strength and tenacity of women Amazing stories of the strength and tenacity of women 
in history and the women who touched our lives.in history and the women who touched our lives.

Territory Tellers is a growing network of individual tellers, listeners and local storytelling  
circles. Get connected by joining our statewide organization! Dues are $25 for individual and $40 
for family membership per year.

Full Name 

Street Address 

City/State/Zip 

Country 

Preferred Phone        Alternate Phone 

e-mail address 

Web site (optional) 

Are you a storyteller?     a story listener? 

 ❏ $25 individual  q $40 family  q $40 organizational 
Please complete this form and mail it with a check payable to Territory Tellers to: 

Territory Tellers • 6619 S 4382 • Locust Grove OK 74352

Is your membership current? Send in your renewal today!


