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 Territorial Tattler
 Newsletter of the Territory Tellers
Summer 2022 www.territorytellers.com

Territory Tellers offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting workshops 
and providing information at professional conferences and regional and local events.

Greetings, to our amazing Territory Tellers 
members.  I have been a member of Territory Tell-
ers for more years than I can keep up with, and on 
and off the board of directors in various 
positions for several years.  I started out 
as an anonymous member. I snuck in on 
the annual meetings and sat on the back 
row.  (Board meetings were held at the 
same time as Winter Tales in the Stage 
Center in downtown Oklahoma City.) It 
wasn’t until 2005, when I attended the 
National Storytelling Network Confer-
ence in Oklahoma City, that someone 
recognized me as a Territory Teller mem-
ber.  That person was Bonnie Smith.  We 
had a nice chat and I met other Territory 
Tellers members as well. 

At the time, I lived near the small 
town of Prague. Imagine my surprised 
to learn that Bonnie was a resident of 
Prague, only 8 miles from my home.  I 
was even more surprised when I received 
a call from her asking if I would like to be 
on Territory Tellers Board of Directors.  That was the 
beginning of many new friendships and many new 
experiences. If you are one of our members who feels 
like an anonymous member please step forward and 
become an active part of our organization.

One of our goals this year is to reach out to all 
of you who feel as if you are ‘just a name on the 
membership list’ and encourage you to become an 

active part of our organization.  We need you, and 
I can promise that you will find new friends and 
opportunities to tell and listen to stories. 

 We are now doing 
our board meeting on 
ZOOM and all members 
are invited to attend 
these meetings. This 
year the board meeting 
will be more than doing 
business.  We will also 
include a time for telling 
and listening to stories. 
This will be safe place to 
start telling your stories. 
(Our next board meet-
ing will be October 1st 
10:00 - 12:00)  I started 
my storytelling experi-
ences telling stories at 
the Oklahoma City Arts 
Festival in a building 
where people went in 

and out buying beer, busting bottles, and walking 
around looking at the exhibits.  A few stayed to listen 
to stories. But no one noticed my inexperience and 
mistakes!  We can be your safe place to learn. 

We are also developing local storytelling 
guilds.  Check out our Face Book page to learn where 
these are located and if you don’t find an active group 
consult with Marilyn Hudson to advise you on how 

President’s Message

Don’t be An ANONYMOUS MEMBER - 
Get Involved!

Continued to page three
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Tattler Deadlines
We want to include the information you are interested 

in! Please have information in by the following dates for 
inclusion: 

October 1 • January 1  • March 1  •  July 1

Territory Tellers, Oklahoma’s statewide, nonprofit, storytelling 
group is pleased to announce that their virtual 2022 Spirit of Oklaho-
ma Storytelling Festival was successful, due in part to the generous 
support of the Oklahoma Arts Council, which received support from 
the State of Oklahoma and the National Endowment for the Arts. This 
support allowed the festival to be accessible to the deaf and others 
with hearing impairments for the first time through American Sign 
Language interpreters. It also funded a workshop by National Story-
telling Circle of Excellence member, Laura Packer, on “How to Tell 
a Story That Will 
Make  Peop le 
Laugh, Cry and 
Connect”.

June 2022 
marked the six-
teenth annual 
production of this 
festival. Over 20 
performing artists presented during the two days to a total Zoom 
attendance of over 195, with people tuning in from nine states, includ-
ing Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas, Missouri, Tennessee, North Carolina, 
Minnesota, New York and California. Storytellers and musicians per-
formed at a variety of scheduled concerts and an informal story swap.

As one participant commented, “Wonderful, heart-warming 
experience! It was lovely to witness the pleasure that the audience 
took in the stories, the warmth of the welcome to friends both old and 
new, and the exceptional quality of the stories and the storytelling. 
While this is a small festival, it is one of quality and excellence.”

For more information on Territory Tellers and other storytelling 
events they produce, go to https://territorytellers.com

The Oklahoma Arts Council is the official state agency for the 
support and development of the arts. The agency’s mission is to lead in 
the advancement of Oklahoma’s thriving arts industry. The Oklahoma 
Arts Council provides approximately 350 grants to nearly 200 orga-
nizations in communities statewide each year, organizes professional 
development opportunities for the state’s arts and cultural industry, 
and manages the art collections at the Oklahoma State Capitol. More 
information is available at arts.ok.gov.

SOOSF awarded Oklahoma 
Arts Council grant
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to start one. Marilyn A. Hudson at 
marilynahudson@yahoo.com. 

Our Spirit of Oklahoma Story-
telling Festival is the first weekend 
of June. You can hear national sto-
rytellers, youth tellers, attend work-
shops, and participate in our story 
swap.  Our annual winter retreat is 
in January. For the last 3 years our 
June Festival has been on ZOOM 
and our Winter Retreat is held at 
state parks in various parts of the 
State. At our retreats we have lots of 
food, fun, and fellowship. We also 
do informal storytelling, and offer 
free workshops that range for tell-
ing family stories to how to emcee a 
story concert.  We have story swaps 
and fun games to learn new ways to 
tell stories.  And the list goes on…

Barbara Wright Jones

Laura Packer shares her experience in connecting to her audience during her 
workshop presentation during the Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival 
on line this past June.

President’s message
Continued from front page

Opportunites for 
virtual telling 

Fran Stallings recently shared via 
email information about The Worldwide 
Virtual Storytelling Guild. She states that 
the group is a fine place for practicing 
your stories, with as much or as little 
feedback as you request. In her experi-
ence their tactful comments have been 
spot-on, very helpful for improving sto-
ries. The Worldside Virtual Storytelling 
Guild has three meetings every month. 
Please visit our page on the NEST site 
for more information and Zoom links! 
https://www.nestorytelling.org/virtu-
al-storytelling-guild/

Did you know?
Your membership with Territory Tellers includes a posting on our website 
that includes your photo and bio? You just need to provide that information 
to our webmaster, Shawn Perkins, okiestoryteller@gmail.com, and she will 
make it happen. 

Do you have something to share?
Have you  found a way to share stories lately? Can you share what you 

did and what successes you had? Are there things to watch out for? I’m sure 
that others would love to hear what you have learned. 

Read a good storytelling resource book or article? You can write up a 
review and that can be added to our next 
issue. We aren’t being asked by publishers 
for reviews any longer, but that doesn’t 
mean we can’t share with each other what 
we’ve been reading, or rereading, lately. 

Share it with the editor at twosan-
ers@aol.com and see your name in the 
next issue!
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“Guilds”, group, club – whatever the name they all 
share the same objective – share stories, encourage new 
storytellers, and use stories to bring something special 
to a community.

A storytelling group can be formed just about any-
where. Past experience says homes, libraries, bookstores, 
coffee houses, community centers, museums, schools, 
and churches have all suc-
cessfully served as meeting 
and performance spaces. 

Some first steps will 
help fine tune the process.
1.  Who is your target au-

dience? Adults, chil-
dren, families, busi-
ness people, etc. Who 
they are will help fine 
tune the type of space 
needed as well as time 
and access issues. Will 
they need a weekend, 
an evening, a morn-
ing?

2.  Is the setting of the 
guild a rural area, an 
urban area, or a mix-
ture of both?

3.  Are there any funds to 
a) pay rent for a meeting space, b) cover PR (print-
ing/postage) etc., and c) provide refreshments? This 
leads to the question of dues, with pro and con views 
on the topic. What issues of fundraising or donation 
might need to be addressed?

4.  Are there any community groups who might partner 
in the process? Public libraries sometimes have an 
openness to local groups who may in turn help pro-
mote the library. Local arts groups may be willing to 
allow a group to join (another potential cost) or a deal 
might be worked out to allow the storytelling guild to 
be under the umbrella of the larger recognized group 
as a collaborative partner. Local community organi-
zations might be willing to donate funds or provide 
space in a group center. Local church organizations 
can be open to a community group using their space 
(but there might a rental fee and restrictions on types 

of refreshments and on types of stories, such as no 
ghost tales).

5.  Are there local or regional groups to join who 
can help with the promotion and news sharing of 
the guild? A state storytelling organization or a 
regional or national group might be a good option. 

The National Storytelling 
Network (https://storynet.
org/) would be a place 
to start and locate other 
groups in the region or 
state. Then – network!
6.  How will you get the 
word out? In today’s world 
the assumption is that ev-
erybody is online and car-
ries a smart phone. The 
truth is a large segment 
of the community may be 
limited in access or ability 
to utilize those “smart” 
resources. So – without 
daily newspapers, with-
out community bulletin 
boards – how will the 
word get out? What means 
are available to augment 
all those technological 

tools? Most important, which ones are used most 
by your target audience?
Forming a guild, building a guild and making a 

guild successful can be a lot like starting a business. 
Develop a plan and then work the plan! A good way 
to kick start the process may be to arrange some story-
telling events or concerts to introduce the community 
to some really good storytellers. For many the term is 
often misunderstood by the community; “storytellers” 
read books to children, “storytellers” write move scripts, 
“storytellers” write fictional works.  Sometimes people 
do not understand that storytelling is a diverse, ancient 
yet ever new, art form that is enjoyed by people of all 
ages, stages and walks of life.

Start a guild in your area. It is okay to start small 
but focus on growing and developing people who love 
and appreciate the unique art form of oral storytelling. 

Marilyn Hudson

TIPS ON FORMING A STORYTELLING 
GUILD
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TT Board Meetings
Any Territory Teller member is welcome to attend 

any of the board meetings. This has become even easier 
to do since most board meetings in the past two years 
have  been conducted via Zoom. 

Before each board meeting Tony Hardman, who 
graciously sets these meetings up, sends out an email 
to the entire membership letting you know the date and 
time of the next meeting and providing the link to the 
meeting. All you need to do is to click on the link and it 
will open in your Internet browser. If you have the Zoom 
app on your device, the link will open through your app. 

You can ask questions during the discussions and 
follow the decision making process for the organization.  
The only thing you can’t do in the meetings is vote on the 
motions. It’s a great way to start seeing what is available 
to our membership!

Dianne Fallis was included May 7th at a fringe 
concert of the Tejas Storytelling Festival. 

Tony Hardman has been very busy in the 
Oklahoma Panhandle.  As a storyteller, Tony most re-
cently performed 
to the members of a 
youth theatre camp, 
Seven Nights of 
Broadway, that was 
hosted by Okla-
homa Panhandle 
State University.  
The camp mem-
bers were treated 
to a round of ghost 
stories around a 
campfire and while 
feasting on camp-
fire made smores. 
In the community 
theatre world, Tony 
finished performing 
in a production of 
Voices of the Santa 
Fe Trail.  The play 
is written where different people who have traveled the 
famous historical trail tell their stories.  Tony portrayed 
two characters in the production, a U.S. soldier and Fa-
ther John Lamy, one of the first Archbishops of Santa Fe.  
Tony also acted in the recent OPSU production, The Play 
That Went Wrong, a comic murder mystery spoof.  In that 
play, a group of actors are desperately trying to present a 
murder mystery, but things desperately go wrong.  Tony 
portrayed Dennis Tyde, an aged character actor who 
portrays the butler in the murder mystery, the primary 
suspect who has to prove his innocence by finding out the 
real murderer.  The Play That Went Wrong was OPSU’s 
first production since 2017.

News and Notes on Members

Supporting Storytelling in Oklahoma

Oklahoma Educators Credit Union   •   OECU.com

Marilyn Hudson has been busy in Stroud Okla-
homa. The new guild, Storytelling at Stroud, meets the 
fourth Thursday of the month from 7 to 8:30 pm at the  
Educational Bldg. at 324 N 2nd Ave, Stroud, OK and 
hosted by Stroud UMC. Her goal for the community is 
to learn to tell stories, enjoy hearing stories, and encour-
age emerging artists of the oral storytelling tradition!  
For Adults, teens, and 5th graders attending with an 
adult. There are plans to host story concerts and engage 
the wider community in appreciating the art form. For 
information: Marilyn A. Hudson at marilynahudson@
yahoo.com.Visit the Facebook page “Storytelling at 
Stroud – SAS” and the website at https://stroudokstory-
tellers.blogspot.com/. At present, there are no dues, but 
donors and sponsors are a plus! Future events include 
Scary Stories on October 27 at 7 p.m. and Tellabration 
on November 3, at 7 p.m.
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We love to tell stories at the Rural Oklahoma 
Museum of Poetry, particularly on our podcast Wacky 
Poem Life. In each podcast, we take a poem someone 
has left in the museum and talk about it for 
thirty minutes or so. Our talk often diverg-
es into stories and jokes and comments on 
a number of topics.

You can listen to the weekly podcast 
anywhere you listen to podcasts. We also 
upload photos with each episode, which 
you can see at WackyPoemLife.com. If 
you visit the museum and leave a poem 
here, you never know when we might talk 
about it on the podcast.

If you live anywhere near Locust 
Grove, we’d love to have you join us for 
our Let’s Talk about It Book Club, spon-
sored by Oklahoma Humanities. This is 
a great experience of reading books on a 
theme and sharing stories and discussion 
about them over coffee and pie with a local scholar.

Starting in August, we are reading books on a 
theme that combines mystery with comedy. Our first 
discussion will be over PG Wodehouse’s “The Code 
of the Woosters,” with scholar Bill Corbett leading 
the conversation. More information is at the ROMP 
website at ROMPoetry.com.

We used to tell stories through poetry all of the 
time. One of the museum’s most popular exhibits is the 
Autography Book Poetry showcase that is on perma-
nent display. The exhibit has examples from autograph 
books dating from the 1880’s to the 1970’s.

No summer events are currently being planned at 
ROMP, but please consider attending our fall events in 
October and November. On October 29, we will have 

our annual Dark & Scary event with ghostly poems and 
stories. You can write a scary poem, also, and enter it in 
our Dark & Scary contest. The entry form is available 

online.

O n  N o -
vember 19, we 
have another an-
nual event with 
Tellabration, the 
international sto-
rytelling event 
of the Nation-
al Storytelling 
Network. This 
year, the ROMP 
Tellabration will 
feature yours 
truly with a night 
of performance 
poetry and sto-

rytelling.

As the Territory Tellers webmaster for many 
years, I enjoy serving TT as best I can from afar. TT 
members in good standing are encouraged to send me 
their storytelling photos and news to post on the web-
site. You can contact me at okiestoryteller@gmail.com.

 Shaun Perkins

Rural Oklahoma Museum 
of Poetry

416 E. Main
Locust Grove OK 74352

(918) 479-ROMP
ROMPoetry@gmail.com

ROMP Story Life

Itching to do a little more?
Would you like to be more involved with the Terri-

tory Tellers organization? There are things, like sending 
renewal thank-you notes, that need to be done. If you 
would like to help out but don’t have time to commit to 
be a board member, please let President Barbara Jones 
know of your interest. She can be emailed at bwjbook@
yahoo.com.
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Have timely news that need to be shared with the 
storytelling community? Marilyn Hudson is working on 
posting information to the Territory Tellers Facebook 
account. 

“I want to help keep the page active and engaging,’ 
Marilyn stated recently. “I will add any local events re-

Silent 
Auction 
Items 
Needed!

National Storytelling Net-
work needs items for their summer 
auction!

This auction is a great way 
to pass along some of your excess 
storytelling resources (donation). Or, 
mark your calendar and bid! Santa 
says it’s not too early to plan ahead.

If you have not donated, or 
would like to donate one or more 
items, please donate as soon as pos-
sible by going to https://storynet.org/
summer-auction/.

You do not need to be a NSN 
member to donate items or bid on 
items!

The deadline is July 25th, so 
please get your donation in now 
while you still can!

Need to check on 
membership status?

Several people have asked how to know when their 
membership is due for renewal. Shaun Perkins, our web-
master, has added your renewal date to the membership 
list. So go to territorytellers.com, find your name on the 
membership list and the renewal date follows your name. 
Send your $25 individual renewal to the TT address or 
$40 if you are enrolling as a family membership. 

lated to storytelling from 
members. Send me im-
ages of yourself “in ac-
tion” and I will help others 
know what you are up to 
as well!” 

These should be sent 
to to Marilyn at marilyna-
hudson@yahoo.com. Be 
sure to add a directive: 
“Please add this to the TT 
FB page” in the subject 
line so she can post your information in a timely fashion.

Now would also be a good time to follow the 
account if you haven’t already done so: facebook.com/
territory.tellers so that you don’t miss out on any news!

Hudson new Facebook administrator for TT 
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Territory Tellers is a growing network of individual tellers, listeners and local storytelling  
circles. Get connected by joining our statewide organization! Dues are $25 for individual and 
$40 for family membership per year.

Full  Name 

Street Address 

City/State/Zip 

Country 

Preferred Phone        Alternate Phone 

e-mail address 

Website (optional) 

Are you a storyteller?     a story listener? 

 ❏ $25 individual  q $40 family  q $40 organizational 

Please complete this form and mail it with a check payable to Territory Tellers to: 
Territory Tellers • 6619 S 4382 • Locust Grove OK 74352

Is your membership current? Send in your renewal today!

 Territory Tellers


