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Territory Tellers offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting workshops 
and providing information at professional conferences and regional and local events.

Last fall I asked Letty Watt to share a little of 
the early history of Territory Tellers. She was there, 
before, during and after the founding of Territory 
Tellers and was the first president. She also said in 
a note to me that from about 1982 to about 1990 she 
did a lot of traveling doing stories, and her husband 
Jack and her kids were usually there with her sup-
porting her.  And she met a whole bunch of good 
storytellers. Reading Letty’s words I could just hear 
the joy in her voice of those days. And check out her 
blog, she is still going strong.

I also would like to note that some of the found-
ers of Territory Tellers were also involved with our 
cousins south of the Red River in the 
early days of The Texas Storytelling 
Association. A great connection that 
continues still.  

Perhaps in some future issue 
we could do a review of the start of 
the Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling 
Festival, with the next one coming 
up June 3-4. Great feature tellers, 
but some pretty good other things 
also. We have had over the years 
a who’s who of American story-
telling at the festival as featured 
tellers. Very proud of that particular 
event, and will always be grateful to Bonnie Smith 
and Jeanette Harjo, and a bunch of other folks, for 
those early days with a statewide festival. And we 
also need to recall that somewhere around 2005 we 
worked in hosting the national conference, which 
was really good.

As my term as president will end in June, this 
will be my last president’s message. I am proud of 
the things we have offered this year, but a little dis-
appointed at our small numbers. Part of that I will 
credit to the unusual circumstances of the past two 
years, part to our aging group, and perhaps a little 
to not making available what meets the needs or 
interests of our population. 

However, what I do know is that storytelling 
is here so long as people are. It just may take a new 
form. Since the cave folks gathered around that small 
fire in a cave in France and shared the tale of how 
the big mammoth got away there have been stories. 

Even before, as every culture has 
creation stories.

One really good thing about 
these Zoomie times is that we are 
finding new friends all over the 
place, and isn’t it remarkable the 
similarities? So continue to enjoy 
the telling and the listening. And 
check out those other places where 
there are tellers just like you. I be-
lieve that storytellers are basically 
kind people, they just like to talk 
a lot.   

Finally, a note of appreciation 
to the Board of Directors for serving and trying to 
make things better for storytellers in Oklahoma. The 
old “it takes a village thing” is correct.     

Chester Weems

President’s Message

Continued to page two
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2022 General Membership Meeting

Proposed Slate of 
Officers, Board Members

During the Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival, there will 
be time dedicated to our yearly General Membership Meeting. One 
of the crucial agenda items is voting on officers and board members 
for the coming year.

Below are the proposed officers and board members for your 
consideration. 

Officers:
Barbara Jones.................................................President
Liz Parker ..............................................Vice President
Teresa Vail .....................................................Secretary
Rosemary Czarski .........................................Treasurer
Chester Weems ...................................... Past President

Board Members:
Sheron Rodgers
Tony Hardman
Diane Fallis
Marilyn Hudson
Stephanie Scott
Fran Stallings

Tattler Deadlines
We want to include the information you are interested 

in! Please have information in by the following dates for 
inclusion: 

July 1  •  October 1 • January 1  • March 1

Need to check on membership 
status?

Several people have asked how to know when their member-
ship is due for renewal. Shaun Perkins, our webmaster, has added 
your renewal date to the membership list. So go to territorytellers.
com, find your name on the membership list and the renewal date 
follows your name. Send your $25 individual renewal to the TT 
address or $40 if you are enrolling as a family membership.You 
can also renew your membership as you are registering for the 
Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival!
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 Territory Tellers

David Goodroe
Saturday instrumentalist

Carol Saunders Young
Friday instrumentalist

June 3 & 4, 2022 
via Zoom

 

    

 Rosie Cutrer Laura Packer
 featured teller Friday evening featured teller Saturday evening
  

Saturday will be full of activities:
•  Workshop presented by Laura Packer
•  Story Swap so registrants can tell a story
•  Story Concerts with adult and youth tellers 

presenting stories
•  Territory Tellers General Membership 

Meeting

Registration fee is $25.00. Registrants will have 
access to all events for 30 days following the Festival to 
enjoy. Link will follow after the Festival.

To register and see a complete schedule of events, go to: territorytellers.org
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Storytime for Storytellers
A Demonstration

Are toddlers your most-feared audience?

Have you ever arrived for a program and discovered 
the audience contains a bunch of preschoolers?  

Need ideas for storytime or circle time?  

If you can answer yes, then, this program is for you.  

Saturday, May 21, 2022
11 am - 1 pm on Zoom

Valerie Kimble, storyteller and retired children’s librarian, will use stories, puppets, 
magnetic boards, picture books, rhymes and songs, games, and props of all kinds so 
participants can see the potential for expanding their own skills to successfully engage 
children from babies to age four.

Children’s librarians, day care providers, parents and grandparents can pick up tips for 
entertaining and preparing their little ones for school readiness.

Come prepared to listen, learn, 
and sing along.

CEUs for librarians and daycare providers pending. 
Sponsored by

 the statewide  organization of 
storytellers and listeners

Non Territory Teller member 
registration of $20 by check or PayPal. 

Territory Tellers registration is $10

Register at territorytellers.com 
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and use their storytelling to nurture an understanding and 
love of our natural world and to cause positive changes 
on the Climate Crisis.

Earth Up will be at-
tended by storytellers and 
listeners from around the 
world!

Tickets can be pur-
chased at http://storynet.
org/Earth-Up and are avail-
able as full conference or 
individual day passes be-
ginning at $75. Discounted 
tickets are accessible to 
members of the National 
Storytelling Network.

National Storytelling 
Network, headquartered 
in Kansas City, MO, is a 
membership organization 
for anyone interested in 
the art and practice of sto-
rytelling. For further infor-
mation about the upcoming 
Earth Up Conference, visit 
https://storynet.org/Earth-
Up/

Fran Stallings (Bartlesville OK) has been hard at 
work co-chairing an international virtual conference for 
the National Storytelling Network.

April 8-10, 2022, NSN will bring together a virtual 
international group of artists, scientists, teachers, students, 
and activists to explore the use of story in addressing the 
climate crisis and issues of environmental justice. Earth 
Up is NSN’s annual environmental conference, brought 
to life by passionate storytellers and climate activists 
worldwide.

Often when facts do not succeed, stories can align 
the listener with a human experience and allow for new 
understandings. Earth Up 2022 will include keynote ad-
dresses, workshops, panels, master classes, performances, 
a story slam, and more for people who want to develop 

Oklahoma Storyteller co-chairs 
National Storytelling Network’s 
Annual Earth Up Conference

Fran Stallings, seen here telling 
at the recent Texas Storytelling 
Festival, is a passionate advocate 
of the environment..
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March Meditation

A chorus line of jonquils
Have started their spring song.

They dance near the road,
In harmony all day long.

When their yellow fades
And the spiky stems give way,
The violets will replace them

And their tiny heads will sway.

The irises will bloom near
The century-old oak tree,

Their purple glory declining
Til spring is only memory.

There is something about spring that gets the 
poetry and stories really flowing. I have to be careful 
when I write poems about March because I have to 
find a different title for each one. 

With a bit of sun and warmth sneaking in on us, 
telling and listening to stories outside are both activities 
that begin to stir new life in us.

At the Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry 
(ROMP), we are gearing up for more outside ventures 
with our March 19 Celebration of Okies and Their 
Animals. This is actually an event in conjunction with 
a traveling exhibit.

This exhibit features photos curated from the 
Oklahoma Historical Society’s Photograph Archives. 
The images in this exhibit represent just a few of their 
many photographs that express the friendly relation-

ship between humans and their domestic and farm 
animals throughout Oklahoma’s history.  

The exhibit offers visitors an opportunity to share 
their own sto-
ries about their 
pets and animals 
and add them to 
the museum dis-
plays.

On March 
19, we will have 
a food truck at 
the  museum, 
a professional 
photographer 
taking photos 
of people and 
their pets, pet 
contests, and a 

contest to decorate a stuffed dog. Stories, laughter, 
poetry, and good times should abound at this event.

Our other spring outdoor event is Wonder City 
Wordfest, an annual celebration of poetry, stories, writ-
ing, and community. This year Wordfest will feature 
a lot of movement. The band HiFi Hillbillies will be 
playing outside so people can dance. We will have a 
food truck, a poet costume contest, and much more. 

We will present the awards for the Oklahoma 
Poem Contest at Wonder City Wordfest. Anyone who 
lives in or is from Oklahoma can enter this contest. 
For details about it and more about the museum, visit 
ROMPoetry.com.

For more details about anything in this column, 
visit ROMPoetry.com or email me at ROMPoetry@
gmail.com.  Shaun Perkins

Rural Oklahoma Museum 
of Poetry

416 E. Main
Locust Grove OK 74352

(918) 479-ROMP
ROMPoetry@gmail.com

ROMP Story Life
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rytelling as part of their events. John Hinkle, Chris Hull, 
Barbara McBride Smith, Rodger and Marie Harris and 
I were storytellers over the next few years at the Spring 
Arts Festival in OKC, which later became an indoors 
event called Wintertales. 

We began discussing/creating our own Oklahoma 
Storytellers Organization. With the help of the Arts Coun-

cil and Lynn Moroney we met several 
times in fluctuating groups to discuss 
plans. By this time Finley Stewart in 
Denton, Texas began hosting the first 
of the Texas Storytelling Festivals, 
which we attended and participated 
in over the next few years. 

In the fall of 1984 a room full 
of storytellers met at Stage Center: 
Letty Watt, Chris Hull, John Hinkle, 
Steve Kardaleff, David Titus, Rodger 
and Marie Harris, Fran Stallings, Bar-
bara McBride Smith, Lois Hartman, 
Rosemary and Richard Czarski, Lynn 
Moroney. 

From that meeting Territory 
Tellers was established with the lead-
ership of Letty Watt, President, Lynn 

Moroney and Linda Levy, and other dedicated people 
who helped to get us started. 

Territory Tellers Presidents
1985-86 Letty Watt
1987-88 Barbara McBride-Smith
1989 Rodger Harris
1990 John Hinkle
1991 Steve Kardaleff
1992 David Titus
1993  Lynn Moroney
1994-95 Lois Hartman
1996 Karen Bray
1997 Connie Fisher
1998-99 Vance Morrow
2000-01 Bob Bjorklund
2002-03 Garland McWatters
2004-05 Liz Parker
2006-08 Bonnie Smith
2008-09 Jeanette Harjo
(We will fill in the missing presidents in the future)
2014 Tony Hardman
2015 Cynthia Calloway
2016 Tony Hardman, pro tempore
2017-18 Bonnie Smith

By Letty Watt, Storyteller, author, and blogger 
“Literally Letty” https://literallyletty.blogspot.com

Territory Tellers in the Beginning
In the fall of 1981, the Pioneer Library System 

sent three of us to the National Storytelling Festival 
in Jonesboro, Tennessee: Wilna Tipps, Chris Hull, and 
myself,  Letty Watt. The festival was 
grand and beyond our expectations.  
Imagine three large tents set up 
holding hundreds of listeners, while 
storytellers like Connie Regan, Bar-
bara Freeman, and Elizabeth Ellis 
graced us with tales of old.  One 
evening, we drove up the hill to the 
first cemetery plotted for the pioneers 
crossing the Appalachian Mt. There 
a bonfire sparkled before our eyes, 
and storytellers began sharing ghost 
stories that caused the hair on the nap 
of my neck to tickle. 

To speak literally, this festival 
lit the fire for what would become 
Territory Tellers. I began telling 
stories professionally in 1975 after 
being trained by Mary Ann Wentroth, from Oklahoma 
Department of Libraries. I then had the unique opportu-
nity to spend a week of storytelling with Augusta Baker, 
the dame of the NYC Public Library Storytellers. 

Over the next two years of networking and sharing 
stories the Pioneer Library System, Oklahoma Depart-
ment of Libraries (John Hinkle, puppetry/storyteller) , 
Encyclomedia sponsored by  the State Department of Ed-
ucation, Tulsa Public Library and The OKC Arts Council 
with Linda Levy and Lynn Moroney began promoting 
storytelling and puppetry to their events. 

In the spring of 1982 Tulsa hosted Mayfest with 
several professional Storytellers--Laura Sims and Doc 
McConnell. My father and Doc McConnell spent part 
of the afternoon telling old tales to each other, not to be 
told center stage. Windy weather on the river bank in 
Tulsa created quite a disturbance in voice and sound. In 
the end, it was the friends we met, who would carry on 
the traditions of storytelling in Oklahoma. This was the 
first of many times that I would team up with Barbara 
McBride-Smith, Lavonne Hildahl, Jonette Ellis, and Fran 
Stalling to share and promote storytelling in our public 
schools. In Oklahoma City during the spring of 1982 
Lynn Moroney and the OKC Arts Festival included Sto-

Letty’s Recollections

Continued on page 9
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Tony Hardman recently told stories at the Main 
Street Guymon awards banquet in Guymon, Oklahoma.  
He was the featured speaker before the awards were an-
nounced.  Tony was asked to tell stories of the Panhandle 
and regaled the crowd with two stories from Panhandle 
history.  The first story he told was about a very unique 
divorce trial, taking place in 1931.  The attorney for the 
plaintiff apparently decided to file their client’s divorce 
petition as a poem.  Not only did the judge agree to the 
petition as worded, he responded by giving his decision 
in poetry.  The decree was legal, despite its unique form 
and because of its uniqueness, was published in all the 
major legal publications of the time.  The second story 
was “How Hooker Got Its Name.”  Tony told the official 
but humorous history behind the town of Hooker, Okla-
homa, getting its name.   He concluded the story with 

News and Notes on Members

Supporting Storytelling in Oklahoma

Oklahoma Educators Credit Union   •   OECU.com

the well known fact that Hooker not only embraced the 
controversial name but even went so far as to create their 
mascot in the same spirit, that mascot being the Hooker 
Horny Toads.

Story Event at Woodward
We finally got among the living on 

March 4. A real face to face concert of sto-
rytelling at the Plains Indians and Pioneers 
Museum in Woodward, Oklahoma. A really 
nice venue with historical atmosphere and 
people were showing up 45 minutes prior 
to the show. The hosts were worried as 
there were only three chairs left, but people 
seemed to have a good time. Many in the 
audience stayed after the show to visit with 
the tellers. 

David Titus entertained before the 
concert with his strings and Jaye McLoug-
lin and Fred Peters played a little Indian 
Flute for atmosphere.

A special contribution came from Ed-
die and Joan Wilcoxen. They brought sev-
eral of Eddie’s books and offered them for 
sale to the audience at greatly discounted 
prices. They then donated all the proceeds 
to the museum.

Presenters included Chester Weems (MC) Eddie Wilcoxen, Liz Parker, David Titus, 
Tony Hardman, Fred Peters, Eldrena Douma and. Jaye McLouglin..
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Territory Tellers is a growing network of individual tellers, listeners and local storytelling  
circles. Get connected by joining our statewide organization! Dues are $25 for individual and 
$40 for family membership per year.

Full  Name 

Street Address 

City/State/Zip 

Country 

Preferred Phone        Alternate Phone 

e-mail address 

Website (optional) 

Are you a storyteller?     a story listener? 

 ❏ $25 individual  q $40 family  q $40 organizational 

Please complete this form and mail it with a check payable to Territory Tellers to: 
Territory Tellers • 6619 S 4382 • Locust Grove OK 74352

Is your membership current? Send in your renewal today!

 Territory Tellers

Letty Continued from page 7 Did you know?
Your membership with Territory Tellers includes a post-
ing on our website that includes your photo and bio? You 
just need to provide that information to our webmaster, 
Shawn Perkins, okiestoryteller@gmail.com, and she will 
make it happen. 

2019-20 Liz Parker
2021 Chester Weems

*Note: I may have left off names of the original 
tellers or included an extra name here and there, but the 
timeline is quite close to what Barbara McBride Smith 
and I recall. I would also like to thank Storyteller, Marilyn 
Hudson, for the information found in her book Stories 
Center Stage. 


