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President’s Message
When my aunt passed away and we inherited
her belongings, we had to figure out what to do
with all that stuff. Just last week we opened one of
the old suitcases and in it were all these photos and
documents. A bunch of stories, most now lost except
for bits and pieces. Photos we can’t identify because
there is no one left who knows.
On a shelf at home, in a closet, is a box filled
with letters between my mom and dad from the
early war years, the second numbered one. This is
part of my interest in family stories, mine and other
people’s. Real life can be so interesting.
I know there are other kinds of stories. As a
child I read Aesop’s Fables and other tales in our
1918 set of “Book Of Knowledge,”
which I still own. And there are
fairy tales and ghost stories and
historical stories and around the
water cooler stories. There are all
kinds of stories and all kinds of
tellers. Some kinds we don’t hear
as much as we used to.
But we do hear some of the
new things. Because storytelling
will never die. Every time we talk
we tell a story. It just now takes on
additional forms. There’s the Moth
and Story Slams competitions, and
in every small town in America
there is a café with a table holding
6-8 people, usually retired men, drinking coffee and
keeping each other informed. Recently I had a great
conversation with a group of seven guys at the table
in Guthrie. They considered themselves community
“problem solvers.”

So this is part of a big mix in something we call
storytelling and we have this group called “Territory
Tellers” that says our mission is to promote the oral
tradition of storytelling. Are we doing that?
Specifically are we serving our membership by
providing programs and opportunities that promote
this mission and meet the needs of the members?
Are we useful? What could we do better, together?
There will be a survey coming via email in the
near future that hopefully will help make sure we are
moving in the right direction. You need to tell us what
we need to hear, to see if we need any adjustment.
We have recently finished a really neat demonstration coaching program with Laura Packer and
a workshop on integrating poetry
into your stories with Elizabeth
Ellis. Both top storytellers added to
participants’ skills. We are having
monthly practice sessions available to any member who wants to
try out a story. We are having our
retreat in January, a stress free time
and place to meet old friends and
share stories. We have been invited
to do a story concert in Woodward
at the local museum and we have a
couple of other projects in planning
stages. And we are in early planning stages for a probable Festival
in June. And in the past six weeks
we have added about a half dozen new members.
So, we are doing stuff. Is it the right stuff? Let
us know what the Board might do to serve your
needs better.
Happy Telling. Chester Weems

Territory Tellers offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting workshops
and providing information at professional 1conferences and regional and local events.
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Notes from NSN
NSN Reports by Jaye McLaughlin, Submitted to the Tejas
Teller 8/30/2021 for Fall 2021, Reprinted with Permission
Fresh news from the annual membership meeting led by
Board Chair, Katie Knutson. Katie led the entire meeting from
2-5:15pm on Saturday, August 28, 2021. With input from some
others Katie introduced all board members in attendance, the
programs of NSN (a lot this year), introduced the different Interest
groups and their leaders and what they do, and she attended to
the finances of NSN. Several things helped put NSN in the black,
virtual conferences, Covid money to help pay the 1 full time
and 2 part time staff,
large donation from
individual member’s
will. So NSN is running in the black,
but will do another
annual Conference virtually to help continue to build the treasury.
Another Earth – Up Conference is planned for next year, combining story, science and environment. When we meet back for a
conference in person, the first place will be Atlanta and the next
place will be Minneapolis. We had a Question and Answer half
hour where all questions were answered with genuine and helpful
information. Then 3 large topics were discussed for half hour each.
The first was the NSN Magazine. Many people voiced their
love of the magazine and the inspiration, guidance and helpfulness
the magazine provided. It takes $10,000 to produce each issue and
with that said, when the budget was floundering on cut it from the
budget or dissolve NSN, the board had to vote to cut the magazine.
Alternative online suggestions were made to provide the same
information, other suggestions made. Some will be followed up
on and Katie invited emails as well as volunteers to form interest
groups to make a proposal to the board.
The second discussion topic was the Digital Library that
NSN has begun. In the digital library are recorded performances,
and workshops. A great resource for workshops you want to see
again. A great resource to be able to view storyteller’s performances. Of course, with something new, concerns arise and how to
address them. Is the digital library a member benefit, do we need
to pay for access to the digital library. Do the artists who have
agreed to be recorded get paid for each viewing? How can we use
this library to create income for NSN? Read the last sentence of
the preceding paragraph.
The third discussion was opportunities for storytellers with
NSN. The many programs NSN has put on this year and will
continue to put on call for storytellers to submit their workshop,
story. You just have to keep up with deadlines. All the call for
stories or workshops are posted on the website. The numerous
ideas for each topic, all called for volunteers to join in and solve
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Continued on page 9

Poetry and Storytelling Workshop
If ‘poetry strums the song of the soul’ as the Australian poet Mala Naidoo writes, we can also understand
that storytelling tells the truth of the heart. Not necessarily because we as storytellers only tell true stories, but
because some of the deepest truths are contained in the
stories we tell.
In telling stories we hope to help people to understand each other, to see one another’s point of view, and to
experience the reality of one another’s lives. Stories help
both the tellers and the listeners navigate the challenges
and complexities of life in this beautiful world that all
of us share.
A recent workshop offered by The Territory Tellers
and taught by the master storyteller Elizabeth Ellis offered
an opportunity for students to bring poetry and storytelling together and to learn and practice ways to incorporate
poetry into their storytelling practice. Ms. Ellis taught
and demonstrated various approaches to using poetry

with storytelling. These ranged from using short selected
lines of poetry to introduce a story or within a story, to
developing the skills needed to effectively present a fulllength story poem as the story itself.
Participants were given the assignment of going to
the library to check out poetry collections and to read a
poem every day during the course of the workshop and
had the opportunity to share recommendations for some
of their favorite poems and poets with other participants
during the classes themselves. Bringing the two art forms
together helped to crystallize the content and deepen
meaning of the stories that were being told.
The workshop culminated with a two-part storytelling event in which each participant had the opportunity
to share a story or story poem of their choice with the
members of the workshop and other guests.
Many people have participated as audience members or presenters at poetry readings and at storytelling
events. This workshop was an inspiring reminder
that these don’t have to be two separate things.
Editor’s Note: Participants in the class were:
Eden Wofsey (NY); Candi Boehme (TX); Chester
Weems; Deborah Waddell (TX); Tony Hardman;
Eldrena Douma; James Leonard; Lorene Stilwell
(TX); Liz Parker; Valerie Kimble; Margo Myles
(CA).
Eden Wofsey, Brooklyn, New York

ROMP
Tellebration!TM
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If you don’t have Tellabration plans, please
consider coming to Locust Grove for our special
day/evening with Eldrena Douma! She will give
a storytelling workshop from 1:00-3:00 and then
a storytelling concert that night at 6:00 p.m.
Both events will be outside at the museum,
unless weather is bad, and the events will be moved
indoors at the VFW Hall, a few blocks away.
Details at the link below. Hope to see you
there! Both events are free, but sign up for the
workshop is requested at the link. https://rompoetry.com/tellabration/
Shaun Perkins

Story Coaching Workshop
Since the pandemic, I had become a little lax in my
enthusiasm about storytelling. I missed my storytelling
friends, and I missed the face-to-face situations of telling
stories. I participated in all of Territory Tellers Zoom activities, but felt I was a little stagnate with my storytelling.
Then everything changed thanks to our president,
Chester Weems. Chester recommended that Territory
Tellers sponsor a workshop with Laura Packer. She is
a national storyteller and workshop presenter. Chester
recommended Territory Tellers have Laura do a coaching
workshop for us. Three Territory Tellers would tell a
story, and Laura would do a critique of each story. Territory Tellers could listen to
the stories and to Laura’s critiques. I was a little nervous,

but I volunteered to tell a story and receive a critique. I
am so glad I did. Laura was a master at giving critiques.
She gave concrete suggestions that never sounded like
criticisms. She truly presented practical ideas that have
made my story better. Laura led an inclusive discussion
with all people participating in the workshop and great
ideas were gleaned from that discussion. The next day
I received an email with all of Laura’s written critiques
about my story. I immediately went through my story
and made some changes and additions. It is now a much
better story. I really feel like everyone who participated
in that workshop gained ideas they can use to become
better storytellers. Thanks to Chester for making this
workshop available to Territory Tellers. Hope to see all
of you at our next Zoom workshop.
Liz Parker

Dear Territory Tellers,
It was a pleasure to spend time with you this week. I loved the stories I heard and regret only that
I didn’t hear more. I hope my suggestions were useful and that those of you who watched found a
few ideas you can use, too. If you want to reach me, my email is laura@laurapacker.com. You can
find out more about me and my work at laurapacker.com.
Thank you again for your time, stories, and enthusiastic support of each other.
Sincerely,
Laura

Territory Tellers membership
in the OKC Arts Council

Need some pointers or
to polish a story?

The Territory Tellers is a paid-up member of the
Oklahoma City Arts Council for the next year. This
means that our organization has some benefits available
to members and the organization.
Territory Tellers events can be promoted on social
media and the Arts Council e-newsletter via filling out
an “Event Submission Form” by the 15th of the month
before the event.
Any member interested in information about
membership at the Oklahoma Educator’s Credit Union
or enrolling in dental, vision, life, & long-term disability insurance should contact Marie Smith, msmith@
artscouncilokc.com, phone 405-270-4883.
Members interested in attending Opening Night,
OKC’s annual New Year’s celebration, can receive 50%
off admission price by contacting Lindsay Fritts-Koskie
at lfritts-koskie@artscouncilokc.com or phone 405-2704848. Lindsay is the Member Agency Contact, Office
Manager and Development Assistant.
Rosemary Czarski

Territory Tellers is offering periodic Zoom story
swap practice sessions. These will be limited to 4 tellers
in an session. It is just to practice your story and get a
little feedback from the other participants. The first was
done in April and the last one was done October 26th in
the afternoon. If you are interested let Liz Parker know.
The slots fill quickly, but you can go on a waiting list. Our
goal is to do a swap session every month. Contact Liz
at 405-245-5388 or Elizabethparker862@yahoo.com

Tattler Deadlines
We want to include the information you are
interested in! Please have information in by
the following dates for inclusion:
January 1 • March 1
July 1 • October 1
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ROMP Story Life

I’m pleased to start writing this column for the
Tattler. Most of you all know me, but those who don’t or
those who haven’t seen me in a while, here’s an update:
I’m TT’s webmaster and liaison. I used to be able to attend
most TT events, but I started a
little thing called the Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry (ROMP)
in Locust Grove, where I live, and
that exploded my free time.

variety of the arts.
The second Thursday of each month, ROMP holds
an Open Mic night from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. All kinds of
talent are encouraged, and those who
read or recite poetry get special
prizes. Storytellers are always
welcome.
ROMP’s Halloween event
is Dark & Scary Night, which is
partly held to give out awards for
winners of the Dark & Scary Poem
Contest, held each year. There
will be scary poems and stories, a
campfire, and treats at this event
on Oct. 30, 7:00-8:00 p.m.

I still am honored to stay
involved with TT by running the
website, serving as the official
postal address, and helping keep
track of membership information.
I run ROMP and the ROMP Rummage Store, work as a teaching
artist for the Oklahoma Arts
Council, and write a column for
our local newspaper.

To encourage the mingling
of poetry, storytelling, and rhythm,
ROMP is having a special event
with drummer River Roberts of
Chicago. River will give a workshop and lead a drumming circle at the museum on Nov. 6.

TT editor Tina Saner is giving
me the space to write about poetry and storytelling and
how we are mixing the two at ROMP and maybe offer
some inspiration or just information that could be useful
to you as a storyteller or storytelling fan.

Fabulous teller Eldrena Douma is coming to
ROMP Nov. 20 for our Tellabration event. She will conduct a storytelling workshop that
day from 1:00 to
3:00 p.m. and will
give a storytelling
concert that night
from 6:00 to 7:00
p.m.

Jaye McLaughlin, the director of the Texas Storytelling Festival next year, met with me, and we devised
a workshop and concert track for poetry that will be
presented for the first time at that festival next year, and
Elizabeth Ellis recently facilitated a workshop on poetry
for TT, so I’m excited about all the ways these two genres
are intersecting.

I’m excited about
all the ways these
two genres (poetry
and storytelling) are
intersecting.

I’ve been combining poetry and storytelling since I
began storytelling decades ago. I used to do a one-woman
show POEM LIFE that mixes both. At the poetry museum, we continually offer opportunities to learn about,
develop, and perform both poetry and stories. Our events
also offer the opportunity to experience and enjoy a

This event is
free and open to
the public. It will
take place, weather permitting, in the ROMP garden
next to the museum. The workshop is free, but sign up
in advance is required at the ROMP website.

Rural Oklahoma
Museum of Poetry
416 E. Main
Locust Grove OK 74352
(918) 479-ROMP
ROMPoetry@gmail.com

You can learn more about ROMP’s
events and contests at ROMPoetry.com.
The museum is located on Main Street in
Locust Grove and is open Thursday through
Saturday, 10:00-5:00 p.m. We can be open
other days and times by appointment. Just
call 918-479-7667 or email ROMPoetry@
gmail.com.
Shaun Perkins
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NSN South Central Region will see
new Representative in 2022
great interest to her. We want to thank Fran for what she
has done for the region, and I suspect some wise counsel
while on the NSN board.

Fran Stallings, NSN South Central Region, is completing her three year term on the NSN board as of the end
of December. Trudy Hanson, recently retired from West
Texas A&M University, Department of Communications
will be the new representative for South Central, which
includes Oklahoma.
Fran Stallings is a long time member of Territory
Tellers, in fact is significant in the organization history.
An international storyteller from Bartlesville, she is not
only a good storyteller but has worked hard to maintain
and improve Territory Tellers. We all know Fran, usually sitting in the back of the meeting and then making
significant comments to help us all focus on our tasks.
Fran will still be working with NSN heading “Earth
Up” for 2022. Environmental issues have always been of

Fran Stallings, seen here at our last in-person Spirit of
Oklahoma Storytelling Festival, has been a cornerstone of
storytelling in Oklahoma.

Notes from TT Members
Loralee Cooley would like to find homes for some
of her treasures. If you’ve been looking for a particular
volume of poetry or an anthology of stories, and haven’t
located it on AMAZON or Better-World-Books, contact
Loralee, she just might have it available to share with
fellow storytellers. She also has issues and issues of the
NAPPS storytelling publications (the various monthly
newsletters/magazines/journals since about the mid1980s). Contact her at storyspinning@sbcglobal.net to
discuss shipping costs.

How many of our members are published
authors? There may be more than we realize.
Chester Weems can think of at least 5 long time
members and a brand new one.
Send Chester the name(s) of your publications, where you can get it (them) and maybe
we can get you a free commercial in the next
Tattler. To be included you must be a current
member.
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Last April, Tony Hardman had a unique way
of celebrating April Fool’s Day. Our neighboring state
organization from Missouri , MO-TELL, had a program
celebrating the spirit of the holiday by having a storytelling concert, “Tricksters and Fools.” Tony Hardman
participated with a unique contribution.. While the other
tellers told traditional “Trickster” stories from Folklore,
Tony told a modern story of one of the greatest tricks
or pranks he had ever pulled, simply by being born on
April First and inadvertently (or maybe not) causing a
bit of jovial chaos.
Since then, he continues to be in active contact
with MO-TELL and on July 10 served as one of the
three judges for the MO-TELL Annual Liar’s Contest.
In the process, he heard some great stories and made new
friends among his fellow judges as well as the storytellers
themselves. Stories included how the Golden Nugget
Casino had its start in Montana, but was forced to move
to Las Vegas, a baseball story involving U.S. Presidents
and a baseball signed by Lou Gehrig and Babe Ruth,
and a fishing trip that started out at the Bates Hotel and
ended up with Charlie the Tuna. A good time was had
by all and that’s no lie.

Territory Tellers
Partnership during Festival
of Arts.

Winter Retreat
planning

This year, The Territory Tellers partnered with “Oh
My Gogi” food truck at the OKC Arts Council Festival
of the Arts held in June 2021. The manager of the truck,
Michael Park, described the food as a mix of Korean
and Mexican food. Apparently, this was an interesting
and good mix of food for the festival participants. Our
participation in this partnership created an opportunity for
donation of over $450.00 to the Territory Tellers to help
our efforts to promote oral storytelling across the state.

The TT Winter Retreat is probably our most
popular event because it is relaxing, has limited stress
and the opportunity of seeing old friends. Yes, barring
a Covid resurgence we hope it will be a live, in-person
event.
The 2022 retreat will be in south-central Oklahoma outside of Ardmore at Lake Murray Lodge (http://
www.stateparks.com/lake_murray.html). It will start
the evening of January 28, 2022, run through about 9:00
PM Saturday January 29. Some folks will probably
stay over and leave Sunday morning, but no program
is planned at this time for Sunday morning.

Need to check on
membership status?

Several people have asked how to know when your
membership is due for renewal. Shaun Perkins, our webmaster, has added your renewal date to the membership
list. So go to territorytellers.com, find your name on the
membership list and the renewal date follows your name.
Send your $25 individual renewal to the TT address or
$40 if you are enrolling as a family membership.

Specific details are still being planned, so watch
for coming emails with details about the program
and room rates. The direct number to the Lodge is
580/223-4044.

Did you know?

Your membership with Territory Tellers includes a posting on our website that includes your photo and bio? You
just need to provide that information to our webmaster,
Shawn Perkins, okiestoryteller@gmail.com, and she will
make it happen.

Remember some of those good folks that used to
be members of Territory Tellers? Wonder what
they are doing now and if they might like to get
back into telling? Perhaps a call to show they

TT Happy to Announce Sponsors
Over the years we have had a variety of sponsors,
usually for specific events. And often our own members
make special donations. We would like to make note of
two special sponsors at this time.
Shaun Perkins, Director and Founder of the Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Poetry, also our webmaster and
general liaison, is always in the background supporting
Territory Tellers.
From the business community, Oklahoma Educa-

tors Credit Union has decided to give general support
with a cash donation to support our activities between
now and Festival time in June. This can be used for a
variety of things that support our mission of promoting
the oral tradition of storytelling.
Because of the ongoing support listed here we
will be mentioning these sponsors at events and you see
mention and logos in our printed materials. It’s only fair
they get recognition for their assistance to our mission.

Supporting Storytelling in Oklahoma

Oklahoma Educators Credit Union • OECU.com
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Prepare To Scare: No Tricks In New
Book But Lots Of Treats!
Review by Marilyn A. Hudson, MLIS, Oklahoma
Author and Storyteller
Anyone who knows me is fully aware that Halloween is my favorite holiday. Why? It is one celebration
where all the emphasis is on the imagination. As a storyteller and writer I am drawn to those stories of chills,
scares, and the mysterious that surrounds us like a scarf
of fragile fog. So it was with real and lasting delight that
I read Elizabeth Ellis’ book Prepare to Scare [Parkhurst
Brothers, 2021]. As a storyteller, professional librarian,
parent and grandparent, I welcome this addition to the
collections for all those who wish to tell stories served
with a dose of chills and a helping of shivers.
Elizabeth Ellis is well known to all who love the
tradition of oral storytelling. Elizabeth Ellis, according
to her press releases, is the Grand Dame of American
Storytelling. A native of Appalachia, she moved to Dallas,
Texas early in life and there became a mother, a grandmother, a public librarian, and eventually a professional
storyteller. She now tours the nation telling stories and
leading workshops to help other storytellers grow in their craft. This is her fifth
book. The first time I heard her was at
the “Winter Tales” once held annually
in Oklahoma City. I was spellbound and
dreamed in my heart of one day spinning
tales that danced off the tongue with
fluid warmth, humor and deep emotional
punch. Her book on story telling had a
similar impact.
For storytellers, teachers, librarians, and parents who wish to begin
sharing stories that bring a scare this is a
mandatory title. It is accessible, delightfully arranged and written, and makes a good sit down
and absorb or a reference as needed to address specific
elements or situations.
Of note are the numerous comments by professional
storytellers who experience and insight provide great advice but also a fine depth of thought for the development
and delivery of future stories of any genre. The writing
is clear and engaging enough to draw in readers of any
level of interest. The research is revealed in the scope of
the insights and experiences recounted. In every way this
is a work that delivers exactly what is promised.
As a storyteller and librarian I was more than once
challenged about why in the world would I ever “share

those scary stories!” The section in this work addressing
those issues, does so by providing handy tips and training
aspects on gauging audience responses and fear levels,
coping with situations where a child is feeling fearful
and many similar situations. More than once as I read
portions I was nodding my head in hearty agreement. My
own opinion has always been that scary stories – indeed
like all stories – allow the listener to visualize the “what
if’s” of life. To mentally face difficult situations and try
on a variety of responses – all in relative safety and security. From that experience develop personal courage
and fortitude to cope with the surprises of life. So I really
appreciated the depth of discussion in this section and
made mental notes for future use.
Ellis touches on all those familiar points but adds
needed information. She notes that we talk about the
“flight or fight” response but ignore the “freeze” response
created by being faced with a new, unprepared for, and
fearful situation. When a child or a person is never
allowed to conceptualize helpful responses to certain
situations the result can be negative.
Stories, throughout time, have been used
as teaching tools to foster coping skills,
clarify personal ethics, build positive relationships, and model individual courage.
Ellis’s work reminds the storyteller that
the scary story shares that ancient heritage
of deep meaning.
A scan of some of the table of contents provides a fascinating overview of
the scope covered: “Once Upon A Midnight Dreary---Edgar Allan Poe Chapter
One: Why Tell Scary Stories? What is
the underlying meaning of scary stories
?”; “The Mad Scientist’s Laboratory Chapter Two: What
Current Brain Research Tells Us About Fear, This is
your brain”. The list goes one from the philosophical, to
the psychological, and to the highly practical aspects of
telling scary stories to people of all ages.
The book is highly useful as well for any storyteller
as it addresses issues of copyright, sharing stories from
other cultures and to various age groups. The tips on sharing with teens and older adults is extremely informative.
There is a very helpful section on creating a storyboard for learning to tell and visualize the movement
within a story. Anyone who has ever strained their voice
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NSN Report

were at least 12 Texans & Oklahomans at the meeting.
One even visited on line from Saudi Arabia.
It is up to us to support our state Storytelling Organization (TSA) and it is good to support our Nationwide
storytelling group NSN to get inspired and see the directions that story is covering the country. I encourage you
to join NSN and keep up with the inspiration we can get
from other storytellers.
Congratulations to Katie for her 3 hours of constant
zooming and informing the membership of NSN of who
they are and what they do!
Note: Thanks to Jaye, who was so generous to share
her report. NSN has had two Board meetings since this
meeting. Fran Stallings reports for our SouthCentral
Region: NSN Annual meetings: 2022 will again be virtual. While 2023 may be hybrid: some virtual sessions
to reach members who can’t travel to the in-person site.
Tellabration! official date is Nov 20 (Saturday before Thanksgiving) but groups may use other dates. Story.
net has helpful Tellabration! materials. The event title is
legally trademarked, so if events charge admission, NSN
will appreciate a donation!
Compiled by Valerie Kimble, NSN State Liaison
for Oklahoma, October 13, 2021 and Jaye McLaughlin,
NSN State Liaison

or research some of the ideas that were offered. Neither
the staff nor the Board has enough time to follow up on
all ideas and possibilities. To make NSN stronger and
work for storytellers across the country may mean that
all members need to find a place and join in.
I am happy to say that as the Texas liaison there

Prepare to Scare

will appreciate the section about using that tool effectively
and safely. Additional topics include language selection
and word choices as well as delivery aspects. All general
topics that everyone needs a refresher course on at one
time or another.
I highly recommend this book for the personal collection, the professional shelves, or the parenting section
of any library or assemblage. Every storyteller should
add it to their working collection of reference materials.
When the story teller is confronted by a parent who is
fearful, the child who devours the ghastly and grisly like
peanuts, and the person who needs to face their own dark
uncertainties and return triumphant, this book is sure to be
the tool that saves the day and keeps the stories flowing.
Marilyn A. Hudson
Stroud, Oklahoma

Is your membership current? Send in your renewal today!

T

erritory Tellers is a growing network of individual tellers, listeners and local storytelling
circles. Get connected by joining our statewide organization! Dues are $25 for individual and $40
for family membership per year.

Full Name

Street Address
City/State/Zip
Country
Preferred Phone

Alternate Phone

e-mail address
Web site (optional)
Are you a storyteller?
❏ $25 individual

a story listener?
q $40 family

q $40 organizational

Please complete this form and mail it with a check payable to Territory Tellers to:
Territory Tellers • 6619 S 4382 • Locust Grove OK 74352
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