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Territory Tellers offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting workshops 
and providing information at professional conferences and regional and local events.

As this is my first message as the incoming Pres-
ident of Territory Tellers, I want to thank the 
members for your confidence. Paulette Geeslin, 
who was on the original slate to be proposed for 

election, had to withdraw for health reasons. I was asked 
to step in, and was honored to be asked. We want to wish 
Paulette a good recovery and get her back active in the 
organization as quick as possible. Paulette is handy and 
fun to be around.

I also want to acknowledge and thank Liz Parker as 
the outgoing president for her work in keeping Territory 
Tellers together in these unusual Covid times. The past year 
has seen new challenges for her and all the team. Liz has 
pledged to remain active and do what she can to help the 
storytelling community and Territory Tellers. Also, look 
over the list of people serving on the 
board. Some good people there with 
diverse talents.

We just finished a very nice Spirit 
of Oklahoma concert. Number fifteen 
by my count. Good stories. About 60 
registrations and tellers from 6 states 
and one other country tuned in. A bunch 
of folks to thank, especially Eldrena 
Douma, Tony Hardman, Shaun Perkins, 
Liz Parker, Barbara Jones and Tina 
Saner. From Texas helping with tech 
were Dean Keith and Brooks Myers. 
And special guest performances from 
Rosie Cutrer, Fran Stallings, and our 
featured Teller, Donna Ingham. And 
more tellers, including our first guest 
youth tellers from Texas, Saniyah Mc-
Graw and Gloria Kunnapilly. Liz Parker put together some 
stats elsewhere in the Tattler.

A special thanks to Shaun Perkins sitting up there in 
Locust Grove in her Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry 
(ROMP), who serves as our webmaster and helps get all 
the information out to everyone.

So what now? What are we about? What do we have 
to offer as an organization? If you wanted to convince your 
best friend to join us, why would you want to do that? 
It seems to me that if we want to continue to exist as an 
organization we must have a purpose, something to offer. 
Some might call it a “cost-benefit” review. Or a quote I 
saw recently I liked “If you are not doing good, what good 
are you?”

It is my plan to bring to the next Board meeting a 
preliminary list of proposed activities for the year, some-
thing for us to discuss and figure out what is useful and 
what is doable, and how do we get it done. It’s a lot easier 
to sell a product if you have a product to sell. The board 
will approve a direction for the year and we will share this 
vision via email through Territory Tellers Google group to 

let you know the plans. 
So one of the first things is to 

figure out the kind of things we might 
like to do. I am asking you to send 
some suggestions. Some suggested 
programs. Some activities that would 
benefit you and other Territory Teller 
members. Call me direct, I stay up late, 
or email me. Contact any of the officers 
of Territory Tellers to share thoughts. 
Also think about how you might like to 
help, what interests you. Is there some 
job you think you would be good at that 
would help Territory Tellers?

 Obviously it is now a world of 
emails so check yours occasionally. 
And finally, another word of thanks to 
Tina Saner   twosaners@aol.com   who 

puts this newsletter together several times a year as well 
as other graphics. But she can’t put it together if she has 
no material to work with. So pass along significant news 
or information that might be helpful to our membership.      
Happy Telling.     

Chester Weems
cjweems@cox.net.

President’s Message
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Executive Board 
President
Chester Weems
cjweems@cox.net

Vice-President
Barbara Jones
bwjbook@yahoo.com

Secretary 
Tony Hardman 
tony.hardman@opsu.edu 

Treasurer
Rosemary Czarski
rarczarski@gmail.com

Board Members
Richard Czarski
rdczarski@gmail.com
Molly Lemmons
mollyloubelle@cox.net
Fred Peters
myfredy@yahoo.com
Eldrena Douma
bluecorn_teller@hotmail.com
Sheron Rodgers
sheronrodgers@cox.net
Teresa Vail
san_bois@fullnet.net

Liaison Director
Shaun Perkins
okiestoryteller@gmail.com

Acting Parliamentarian
Tony Hardman 
tony.hardman@opsu.edu

Past-President
Liz Parker
elizabethparker862@yahoo.com

Webmaster
Shaun Perkins
okiestoryteller@gmail.com

NSN Liaison 
Valerie Kimble
kimblevalerie@yahoo.com

Tattler Editor 
Tina Saner 
twosaners@aol.com

Notes from NSN

Oklahoma has a new state representative to the National 
Storytelling Network.  Valerie Kimble from Norman has 
succeeded Chester Weems, TT’s new Board President.  
Chester was a wonderful representative for Oklahoma, 

and he will be a terrific President for Territory Tellers!  Valerie, a 
longtime resident of Ardmore, now lives in Norman, where she 
retired last August as a librarian and storyteller with the Pioneer 
(public) Library System.  A long-ago TT Board member, Valerie 
serves as a grant writer for the Tejas Storytelling Association.  
Valerie encourages any TT member to send their questions or 
concerns about NSN to her at kimblevalerie@yahoo.com.

There is a lot 
happening at NSN 
of interest to TT 
members.  TT’s own 
Lynn Moroney is 
the recipient of the 
NSN Talking Leaves Award, https://storynet.org/awards/ora-
cle-awards/!  Jeanine Pasini-Beekman, who some of you will 
remember performed at the Spirit of Oklahoma Festival in Sem-
inole, is the recipient of the Circle of Excellence Award, https://
storynet.org/awards/oracle-awards/.  Click on the links provided 
for more information about these wonderful storytellers and these 
prestigious awards.

The NSN national conference, “Connected Across the Di-
vide” is scheduled virtually for July 21-26, 2021.  The full schedule 
is available at https://storynet.org/nsnevents/conference/, but check 
there soon for individual registrations.

Check the NSN Upcoming Events at https://storynet.org/
nsnevents/ for monthly story slams and fringe performances.  
Looking for a chance to shine?  Throw your hat in the ring to be 
a teller at one of these events!  There are cash prizes!  Go here 
also to register to attend.

Don’t forget to join or renew at https://storynet.org/mem-
bership/ to take advantage of membership rates for all these 
great NSN events, and to review all the other wonderful benefits 
of membership.  Because TT is an organizational member, TT 
members get 10% off NSN dues.  

Tattler Deadlines
We want to include the information you are 
interested in! Please have information in by 

the following dates for inclusion: 
October 1  •  January 1  •  March 1   •   July 1
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The Territory Teller Board originally had planned to 
do some creative funding in order to pay festival expens-
es. Yes there are expenses even on Zoom. However, the 
decision was to offer the Zoom program at no cost to all 
who signed on. A few folks had already registered at the 
early rate, but after the cost was changed to “free” decided 
to donate their registration fee anyway. A few other folks 
just made some generous donations. This decision was 
made even easier by the very generous donation of an 
Anonymous benefactor of $500.00. We thank all those 
who made donations of any amount. And we should not 
forget that a bunch of storytellers donated a lot of time 
in planning and executing this festival. Here is a list of 
donors our records show at this time. Sincere apologies 
to any left off that should be thanked.

Donor Thank You

2021 Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival by the numbers

Sarah Addison  10.53
Elizabeth Beamon 10.00
Rosie Cutrer 25.87
Rosemary and Richard Czarski 41.21
Barbara & Connie Fisher  40.00
Tony Hardman 100.00
Valerie Kimble    40.00
Eldrena McMenamy 51.43
Liz Parker 70.00
Anonymous 500.00
Rural Oklahoma Museum of Poetry 10.00
Tina and Scott Saner 40.00
Cherie Schwartz 18.71
Jyoti Subramanian 20.76
Chester Weems 120.00
Total sum 1098.51

The Festival Committee was comprised of 
Eldrena Douma, Tony Hardman, Barbara 
Jones, and Chester Weems.  The committee 
feels that the first virtual storytelling festival 

was successful.  There were a few technical glitches, 
but those were taken care of quickly and the events 
moved smoothly.  The committee appreciates all 
the tellers and the musicians who performed.  The 
featured teller, Donna Ingham, was the highlight of 
the festival.  Since we did not charge a registration 
fee, we were very pleased with the income from 
donations. The committee discussed some ideas to 
improve the registration process and ways to im-
prove advertising the festival to the virtual world.  
Below are listed some statistics about the festival
• Final registration number – 65
• Actual participants by Event

 Friday Evening – 36
 Saturday Morning Workshop – 19
 Saturday Morning Story Swap – 24
 Saturday 2:30 pm Story Swap – 28
 Saturday 4:30 pm Story Swap – 28
 Saturday Evening – 29

• States represented – 6 (California, Illinois, 
 Kansas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas)
• Countries represented – 2  (Canada and United States)
• Donation Income for Territory Tellers - $1,138.84 
• Program Participants

Technology Personnel – 5
MC – 4
Featured Teller - 1
Swap and Evening Tellers – 20

Musicians – 3
Tributes – 1
Workshop Presenter - 1

Above is a sampling of the participants of the 
Festival. Some basic data has been compiled 
about the festival. Though small in attendance 
it was judged to be a well done and entertain-
ing festival, in the spirit of promoting oral 
storytelling. –– Photos by Chester Weems
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Consider 
Coaching?
Have you ever considered getting a little sto-

rytelling coaching to improve your skills?  It 
well may be that just telling stories for fun is 
good enough for enjoyment. Yes you can learn 

by watching and listening to other tellers. You can attend 
workshops to pick up ideas. But sometimes you might 
need to work with someone who will focus just on you 
and your telling, and most importantly, tell you what you 
need to hear, not just compliments all the time.  It takes 
skill and courage to tell someone what he/she needs to 
hear, and it takes courage to listen to constructive criti-
cism. A coach doesn’t have to be mean about it, but they 
can be kind and still to be able to offer real suggestions. 

For one thing, if you are paying a coach, you know 
he/she is actually going to pay close attention, and since 
you are paying them you feel more comfortable asking 
questions.  It also means you don’t want to embarrass 
yourself so you do a little better job preparing. Then you 
listen, make changes and do it again. You don’t have to 
make changes unless you want to. However, the process 
can help you find your own voice.

I have seen lots of ads for story coaches in story-
telling magazines and I have asked various people about 
their experiences and any recommendations for coaches.

In visiting with Elizabeth Ellis on the general 

Lynn Moroney, major force in the founding of Territory Tellers, is being 
honored by the National Storytelling Network with the Talking Leaves Award 
at the NSN Conference. Be sure to read the NSN report that has a link for 
more information about Lynn. This photo is Lynn at our Spirit of Oklahoma 
Storytelling Festival on June 1, 2007. A terrific storyteller and creative mind 
to whom we all owe a debt of gratitude.  Photo by Chester Weems

question of coaching she had a few observations that 
seemed particularly helpful. 

“So for me I would want to recommend folks who 
encourage and support rather than those that demand 
becoming a copy of themselves.  My guideline is that 
they be people who help storytellers become their best 
selves. Not those who think there is only one right way 
to do it, their way. Some of our best teachers/coaches are 
not well known as tellers.”

I contacted several people for story coach sug-
gestions. We are talking about people you pay for their 
professional services and any contacts would include a 
discussion on rates, probably either hourly or by session. 
Listed below are some names of coaches that were sug-
gested to me by various people I asked. These are not 
listed in any order of preference, just tellers that have 
been suggested to me by more than one person.

Our guest presenter, Erin Oneil, bookerinoneil@
gmail.com at the retreat offered a starter discount on 
consulting for home setup for Zoom and recording. Oth-
er names are   Toni Simmons  toni@tonisimmons.com   
Laura Packer   laura@laurapacker.com, Elizabeth Ellis  
storyellis9@gmail.com  MaryAnn Blue  mabstories@
me.com   Valerie Kimble   kimblevalerie@ yahoo,com  
Fran Stallings fran.stallings@icloud.com

Chester Weems

How many of our members are published authors? 
There may be more than we realize. Chester Weems 
can think of at least 5 long time members and a brand 
new one.

Send Chester the name(s) of your publications, where 
you can get it (them) and maybe we can get you a free 
commercial in the next Tattler. To be included you must 
be a current member.
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Susan Liner, a residential Specialist in OKC, dis-
tributes a magazine called “American Lifestyle” in the 
OKC area. It includes stories from many places, including 
information of interest locally. She adds to it her view of 
things of local interest. In the issue earlier this year she 
made a few comments about storytelling, specifically 

about Territo-
ry Tellers and 
helped promote 
the organiza-
tion. Because 
she is a friend 
she specifical-
ly mentioned 
Chester Weems 
as an example 
and actually 
gave the inside 
back cover to 
art he created 
about his sto-
ry of the Three 
Legged Mule.

Storytellers are by nature usually kind people. 
Below David Titus is preparing sandwiches for the Food 
Pantry at his church in Lawton, Oklahoma. David says 
the most popular are peanut butter and jelly. Earlier he 
had told a father’s day story to the congregation. Dave 
Titus works with a church in Lawton and has invited a 
couple of Territory Teller members to make presentations 
recently. Fran Stallings did a program on “The Dark Side 
of Storytelling” and on Fathers Day Chester Weems did 
one on “Collecting Family Stories.” David also did a 
Father’s Day Story, “Hush Little Baby.” 

Notes from TT Members
The first small group story practice session was a 

success. Chester Weems served as host and was joined 
by storytellers James Leonard of Buffalo, OK, Liz Parker 
of Midwest City, and Dianne Fallis of Bartlesville. It 
seemed to go well as each person told a story in a low 
key situation, and others made comments about the story. 
The entire session ran about 1.5 hours and was relaxed, 
with time for exchange of information. Based on this one 
session it seems that four people is a good size. Using 
Zoom and gallery view you have an audience and a stress 
free way to practice. Liz Parker has a similar session 
planned and it is likely that this program will be expanded. 

Several Territory Teller members were involved in 
the recent very successful Texas Storytelling Festival. 
Three TT members who live in Texas but were heavily 
involved were Jaye Mclaughlin (Artistic Director), Fred 
Peters (MC for the closing ceremonies), and Eldrena 
Douma (MC for Friday night concert). Molly Lemmons, 
pictured below, was a teller in the Rising Star Concert, 
and Chester 
Weems was 
the MC for 
the Satur-
day night 
c o n c e r t . 
Fran Stall-
ings gave 
a n  N S N 
report and 
of course 
the “pres-
ence”  o f 
Elizabeth 
Ellis (also 
a TT member) is felt everywhere. Valerie Kimble is a 
major behind the scenes force in finance for the festival. 
Tejas considers TT to be an Affiliate Member. Great re-
lationship for many years between the two storytelling 
organizations.

Chester Weems found out that Terriory Tellers could 
be added to the AmazonSmile charity list. The National 
Storytelling Network is also an eligible choice. If you 
want Amazon to donate to Territory Tellers, you need to 
start each shopping session at the URL smile.amazon.
com, and they will donate 0.5% of the price of your 
eligible purchases.

Photos by Chester Weems
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In a recent conversation with Sam McMichael, pictured here during his 
book signing after he published “Wild Songs” in 2009, one of Oklaho-
ma’s most respected storytellers and poet, he said
“An advantage of storytelling over writing is that sometimes stories can 
be stiff and cold lying flat on a page, but can be brought to life in oral 
storytelling.” Sam McMichael July 8, 2021

Need some pointers or 
to polish a story?

Territory Tellers will be doing periodic Zoom story 
swap practice sessions. These will be limited to 4 tellers in 
an evening session. It is just to practice your story and get 
a little feedback from the other participants. The first was 
done in April and the next one is scheduled July 28, 2021. 
If you are interested let Liz Parker know. The slots are 
expected to fill quickly, but you can go on a waiting list. 
We hope to do a swap session every month.  Contact Liz 
at 405-245-5388  or  Elizabethparker862@yahoo.com
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Territory Tellers is a growing network of individual tellers, listeners and local storytelling  
circles. Get connected by joining our statewide organization! Dues are $25 for individual and 
$40 for family membership per year.

Full Name 

Street Address 

City/State/Zip 

Country 

Home Phone        Work Phone 

e-mail address 

Website (optional) 

Are you a storyteller?     a story listener? 

 ❏ $25 individual  q $40 family  q $40 organizational 

Please complete this form and mail it with a check payable to Territory Tellers to: 
Territory Tellers • 6619 S 4382 • Locust Grove OK 74352

Is your membership current? Send in your renewal today!

 Territory Tellers


