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Territory Tellers offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting workshops 

and providing information at professional conferences and regional and local events.

 Territorial Tattler
 Newsletter of the Territory Tellers
Spring2020 www.territorytellers.com

President’s Message 

As I have sheltered in place the past several 

weeks, I have been made aware of adjustments sto-

rytellers and storytelling organizations have made in 

the world of storytelling. 

It has been heartwarming to see individuals, 

cooperative groups and storytelling organizations 

turn to technology to keep stories alive. I think sto-

ries are a natural part of our DNA and we figure out 

new ways to tell those stories. I saw this on the NSN 

web page and think it says something special at this 

particular time. 

A story’s most important function is to remind us we are not 

alone in the world. 

We need that reminder right now and it brings joy to my heart 

that so many fellow storytellers have figured out a way to share their 

stories. When Territory Tellers can safely meet as a group again, it 

will be so rewarding to see and hear your stories face to face. Until 

then stay safe and share your stories anyway you can. 

Your current president, 

Liz Parker
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Tattler Deadlines
We want to include the information you are interested in! Please have 

information in by the following dates for inclusion: 

July 15  •  October 1  •  January 15  •  March 1    

Status of the 
Territorial Tattler

The corona virus has changed many aspects of our lives. 
This is true for Territory Tellers. We are still not sure what is 
going to happen over the next few months, and we want to 
make sure the organization does nothing to put any members in 
danger. For many years Connie and Barbara Fisher have picked 
up our newsletter from the printer, bought stamps, prepared our 
newsletters for mailing, and taken them to the post office to mail 
to all members. We do not want to take a chance of the Fishers 
being exposed to the virus. For the next few issues you will 
be receiving your Territorial Tattler newsletter electronically 
for those few members who do not have an email, Tina will 
print copies from her home printer and mail them the news-
letter. We want to keep you informed about Territory Tellers 
activities, and for now, we think an electronic newsletter is the 
best choice. Please, if you have any storytelling news, send it 
to Tina at twosaners@aol.com. Your news will be included in 
the next newsletter.

Is your TT 
membership current?

I am sad that we had to cancel our Spirit of Oklahoma 
Storytelling Festival this year. On June 5 & 6, I will be thinking 
about all of you and missing hearing your wonderful stories. 
It is always good to meet with all of our members and to catch 
up on all the storytelling news around the state. I will even 
miss our general membership meeting and voting on Territory 
Tellers business. I am always pleased to see so many people 
renewing their membership in Territory Tellers at our festival. 
If you have not already done so, I would like to encourage you 
to renew your Territory Tellers membership. This is the most 
important way we raise money to carry on our activities. There 
is a membership form in the newsletter. Just fill out the form, 
add your check and mail it the address listed. We need all of 
you to keep storytelling alive. --Liz Parker
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General Membership Meeting
According to our by-laws, we must have a general 

membership meeting and vote on certain issues.  Three 
items that will be presented at the next general member-
ship meeting are:
Slate of officers for 2020-21

President - Liz Parker
Vice-President - Paulette Geeslin
Secretary - Sheron Rodgers
Treasurer - Rosemary Czarski
Board of Directors

Richard Czarski
Tony Hardman
Barbara Jones
Molly Lemmons
Fred Peters

Change of By-laws, two changes are proposed. Current 
language to be removed shows struck through and new 
language is in italics.

The first brings this section in line with the section 
that says that the Vice-President shall chair the Nomi-
nating Committee:
1.  Nominating Committee

a.  Members are appointed by the President 
Vice-President.

b.  Committee members select the Committee’s 
chair from the members appointed to the 
committee

 c. b. The Committee’s charge is -
i.  To find members willing to serve as officers 

and board of directors members for the 
coming year.

ii.  To present a slate of Officers and Board 
member candidates for election by the  mem-
bership at the Annual meeting at the March 
Board meeting.

iii.  When the Board accepts the slate, the Com-
mittee is discharged.

The second suggested change clarifies the ability 
to have meetings electronically:
Article VII Meetings 

Section 1 TT may have four (4) different types of 
meetings during any single year: 
The purpose of the Annual meeting is to have the 
Officers and Directors-at-large report to the Mem-
bers on the organization’s current financial status 
and its progress and accomplishments of the past 
year. Furthermore, votes are cast by the Member-

ship on motions of major changes, e.g., election of 
officers and directors-at-large, and bylaws changes. 
The Annual meeting is in June of each year at a 
place and time designated by the Board.
Board meetings decide policy and procedure issues. 
Currently the Board meets five (5) times per year: 
July, October, January, March, and May at times 
and places designated by the Board.
Special meetings decide issues requiring urgent 
action and/or unusual expense at a time and place 
designated by the Board. Special meetings may 
be called for Board action or a vote of the entire 
Membership. Special meetings require seven (7) 
days prior notice.
Committee meetings are at a time and place des-
ignated by the Committee’s Chair. 
Any meeting, including the general meeting, may 
be held electronically including but not limited to 
Zoom, Messaging or Chat, Phone Call and texting 
and/or any newly developed technology that proves 
practical, if and when a physical gathering is un-
able to take place.  In the event of such meeting, 
all votes shall be taken by roll call by the leader 
of the meeting with a second person observing in 
case a question of vote is called.

The current board has decided to schedule a Gen-
eral Membership Meeting for Saturday June 27th. Tony 
Hardman has agreed to host the meeting via Zoom. Be 
looking for additional information to come to you by 
email regarding this meeting. Tony will also be sending 
out more information about how Zoom works and is 
willing to set up a meeting with you before the General 
Membership Meeting if you would like a trial to check 
out the platform, and how to use it.

Board 
members 

getting 
ready to 
meet via 

Zoom.
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Texas Storytelling 
Festival

Several members of Territory Tellers were partic-
ipants in the Texas Storytelling Festival in Denton, TX.  
Celebrating 35 years of the festival, Fran Stallings from 
Bartlesville  and Connie Fisher from Cushing  both told 
from the stage and Nancy Mathews and Diane Fallis were 
in the lunchtime telling. Valerie Kimble of Norman is a 
big contributor to TEJAS in her work in grant writing 
to help fundraising. Chester Weems, Yukon, was the 
official photographer for the festival, and as a TEJAS 
Board Member also got to help transport display items 
and put up chairs and tables. The festival was canceled 
about half way through, but what there was provided a 
great program.

Connie Fisher telling 
about the “Red River 

War”.

Dianne Fallis shares a story.

Nancy Mathews tells 
during lunch.

Valerie Kimble leading a TEJAS workshop on grant writing 
for storytelling.

Fran Stallings telling on the Texas stage.
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Chester Weems, Oklahoma NSN State Liasion
The National Storytelling Network (NSN) is having 

to deal with the Covid-19 situation, which among other 
things has caused the cancellation of the summer con-
ference originally scheduled in Atlanta, GA.

The NSN Board has looked at alternative story op-
tions to help with the severe financial situation as well as 
provide a useful service in the promotion of storytelling.

The major option is designing a week long, on-line 
national conference starting May 31 and going thor-
ough Sunday, June 7. Each of the 7 NSN regions will 
be given an opportunity to showcase tellers from their 
area. Oklahoma is in the South Central Region and our 
time is Monday June 1, 7-8:30 PM. Oklahoma will be 
represented by David Titus. We will also hear from our 
neighbors in Kansas (Priscilla Howe), Missouri (Bobby 
Norfolk and Jim Two Crows Wallen), Texas (Tim Tingle 
and Donna Ingham) and Arkansas during that 90 minute 
session. The procedures for joining in on the on-line 
conference, as well as the costs, are not yet published, 
but will be soon.

This is an opportunity to hear top tellers from across 
the country, some of those folks you have read about but 
never had an opportunity to hear.

As the planning continues those procedures will be 
published. The plan is to be able to hear all, or to pick and 
choose those folks you especially would like to hear. As 
a bonus, many of those sessions will be recorded and in 
a permanent digital library at NSN for future reference.

There will be costs to view and listen in as this is a 
fundraiser for NSN to keep the doors open. However, it 
should be much less costly than registration plus travel 
and hotel fees. More later.

* In a surprise addition, there will also be tellers 
from around the world that week. The following infor-
mation is from Jeff Gere from Hawaii.

“I am SO EXCITED I have to write about WHAT 
is coming to you SOON:

CONNECTED: NSN’s Virtual Storytelling Con-
ference & Festival! It’s coming May 31- June 7, with 
Pre-Conferences on May 30! 

THIS VIRTUAL CONFERENCE might be the 
largest on-line storytelling celebration ever!

It’s NEVER BEEN DONE (by NSN, or anyone 
else that we know of). We all want to know more about 
it NOW… but must wait… a little longer…. while NSN 
collects the final details, prepares the registration link, and 
takes dozens of steps essential for this celebration… BUT

BUT I’m JUST ITCHY to share a bit of what will 

soon be revealed fully. I’m coordinating the International 
Storytelling Shows (90 minute showcases of each nation/
region’s top talents.) The line-up is AMAZING!

BEHOLD! THE INTERNATIONAL SESSIONS: 
* Times here for these sessions is Central (Kansas City) 
Time Zone

May 31 5pm SCOTLAND 
 9pm FEAST (Pan-Asia)
June 1 10am INDIA
June 2 5pm LATIN AMERICA
June 3 10am RED (Pan-Global)
June 4 10am INDONESIA 
 5pm CANADA
 9pm AUSTRALIA 
June 5 5pm GERMANY 
June 6 10am ITALY/UAE (Hot Decameron!)
 5pm IRELAND
I’m sure of it: nobody (not NSN & not myself) had 

any idea that the WORLD would come out to share when 
we (NSN) opened our virtual conference to “Internation-
al Sessions.” This International offering is perhaps the 
biggest, widest, & most diverse sampling of storytelling 
talents offered… EVER. And there has never been such 
a great potential for storytelling to reach a truly global 
audience. This kind of collaboration is what a virtual 
world offers!

It’s amazing that so much good will & generosity 
has resulted. Storytellers globally have revealed their 
willingness to gather and share tales with storytellers all 
over the globe.… with YOU! This is our profound calling.

 Yes, it is for US! As we start to publicize this of-
fering, alert your other storytellers, your friends, church 
groups, clubs, and your friendship circles. NSN will ask 
for payment, will suggest fees, but NSN will accept all 
donations. You pay what you can afford (a generous rec-

NSN hosting on-line National Conference

“Today, at 4:30 in the 
afternoon, I decided to save 
the world by writing poetry 
and reading philosophy. 
Everyone can relax now. I’m 
on the job.”

Selected from Sam McMichael’s poetry book 
Wild Songs

Continued on next page
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Territory Tellers is a growing network of individual tellers, listeners and local storytelling  
circles. Get connected by joining our statewide organization! Dues are $25 for individual and $40 
for family membership per year.

Full Name 

Street Address 

City/State/Zip 

Country 

Home Phone        Work Phone 

e-mail address 

Web site (optional) 

Are you a storyteller?     a story listener? 

 ❏ $25 individual  q $40 family  q $40 organizational 
Please complete this form and mail it with a check payable to Territory Tellers to: 

Territory Tellers • 6619 S 4382 • Locust Grove OK 74352

Is your membership current? Send in your renewal today!

ognition of the effects of the virus on the gig economy.) 
People are longing for connection, which is exactly what 
storytelling offers, and NSN is inviting everyone to join 
the storytelling circle. Give whatever you can.

This is a really exciting ‘viral’ adventure, a dream 
coming true. The International Performances within 
this NSN Virtual Conference are exciting. The potential 
to reach a VAST audience with storytelling is exciting. 
We, us, now, together with technology, are making our 
world grow smaller in the face of the fear and isolation 
of a deadly virus. That is exciting. Thank you, friends. 
We are indeed friends, so far away, each in our homes. 
Soon we will be coming together in a very real way in 
a very real time to share a story. WOW! YES! Exciting.

Over 100 storytellers from around the world will be 
presenting workshops, performing, or speaking on panels. 
Please tell every storyteller you know!”

 • We have also been asked to spread the word 
about the NSN Silent Auction, July14-21. They will be 
looking for both donations and buyers. There will be more 
information on this later. If you want immediate details 

you can go to the website at storynet.org.
• Finally, if you want to consider renewing your 

NSN membership, or joining NSN as a new member you 
might also check it out at storynet.org. Remember as a 
Territory Teller member you get a 10% discount.

• Another finally: can you think of other groups 
(someone outside our normal contacts) that might be 
interested in tuning into these online story opportunities? 
If you do think of someone let me know, name and con-
tact info, or contact them yourself. There are a bunch of 
people that might enjoy storytelling if they only knew 
about it.

Special Note: Many of you know Jaye McLaughlin 
from Texas. She is the new State Liaison to NSN repre-
senting Texas. Jaye is also the new artistic director for 
the Texas Storytelling Festival. Jaye has been to many 
of our retreats and festivals.

Final plans and registration is now on-
line at https://storynet.org/virtual-confer-
ence-registration/

NSN continued 


