
1
Territory Tellers offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting workshops 

and providing information at professional conferences and regional and local events.

 Territorial Tattler
 Newsletter of the Territory Tellers
Winter2020 www.territorytellers.com

President’s Message 

At first, I was upset that bad weather was moving into our state on 

February 5, but when school was called off, I had a quiet 

day at home.  I decided to work on stories I wanted to tell at 

the Winter Retreat.  When I got into the storytelling mindset, 

memories began to flood my mind and I wrote a new story.  

It had been awhile since I had written a story.  As I read over 

the story, I was thankful for the weather that gave me time 

to be creative.  There is something fulfilling about putting a 

story together and then getting it ready to tell.  I am so glad 

that I stumbled on Territory Tellers 22 years ago.  I read a 

small article in the newspaper about a storytelling group that 

was meeting at the Midwest City Library.  I thought that 

might be fun for a former drama and speech teacher to get 

involved with storytelling.  It was there that I met Rosemary 

Czarski and she gently pulled me into storytelling.  Over 

the years I have met so many wonderful people through storytelling and I 

have made lifelong friends.  I appreciate the opportunities Territory Tellers 

has given me to meet and hear special tellers from all around the world.  I 

appreciate all opportunities I have had to tell my stories and to learn from 

our members.  I’m thankful for the snowstorm on February 5.  Not only did 

I write a new story, but I was made to remember why I love storytelling so 

much.  I encourage everyone to keep the stories alive.  Take advantage of 

opportunities to join with other storytellers and share stories.  Please plan 

now to join us for the Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival on June 5 & 

6, 2020.  It will be at Lawton, OK at the Lawton/Ft Sill Veterans Center. 

 Your current president, 

 Liz Parker
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Tattler Deadlines
We want to include the information you are interested in! Please have 

information in by the following dates for inclusion: 

March 1    July 15  •  October 1  •  January 15

2020 Spirit 
of Oklahoma 
Storytelling 
Festival

Now that the Winter Retreat is over, it is time to turn our 
attention to summer and the Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling 
Festival.  The festival will be held in Lawton this year at the 
Lawton/Ft. Sill Veterans Center.  We are able to use this facility 
free of charge. It is located at 501 SE Flower Mound Rd.  The 

dates for the festival are June 5 & 6, 2020.  The 
Steering committee is busy working on the festival 
and details will be coming soon about registration, 
activities, and motel accommodations.  

We will have a silent auction again, so iden-
tify items that you might donate to the auction.  
This has been a very successful fund raiser for 
Territory Tellers

If you are a veteran, or you know of a veter-
an who is a member of TT, please let Bonnie Smith know. She 
is working on a recoginition at the festival this year. 

Please put this date on your calendar and make plans to 
attend.  We need all members to make this festival successful.

 

Tellabration!TM 
in Oklahoma

The Wonder City Wonders Chautauqua & Tellabration 
in Locust Grove was presented on Nov. 22. Sponsored by 
Locust Grove Arts Alliance, it was done in conjunction with 
the Smithsonian exhibit Water/Ways, which was displayed in 
Locust Grove from Oct. 21-Dec. 7. 

Locust Grove was called the Wonder City when it was 
first founded in 1912.

As an extension of the Smithsonian Water/Ways exhibit, 
the Chautauqua performances focused on people of Locust 
Grove’s past and the importance of water was woven into the 
personas’ stories.

More than 60 people attended the event, and many com-
mented on the entertainment.
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News and notes of interest
From David Titus: “I did workshops with recover-

ing people centered around personal and spiritual stories. 
These were done in September and I covered events in It-
aly, Lithuania, Ukraine, Poland, Hungary, and Slovakia.”

Fran Stallings has been invited to be one of the 35 
storytellers at the Tejas Storytelling Festival in Denton, 
Texas, March 12-15, 2020. Celebrating the 35th anni-
versary, TEJAS decided to invite back 35 of the most 
popular tellers over the 35 year period. Valarie Kimble 
and David Titus will also be presenting workshops.

Shaun Perkins, Territory Tellers member from Lo-
cust Grove, OK, did a storytelling and writing workshop 
for the Namron Theater Players in Norman on Sept. 21 
called Write Out Loud. The workshop included poetry 
and creative writing as ways to build oral storytelling 
skills. It was offered at the Norman Public Library East 
and had 12 attendees.  She did a creative writing, story 
and art series for Mustang Oklahoma Alternative School, 
every Monday Sept-Dec, which was also sponsored by 
the OK Arts Council. She has been on the Council’s 
teaching artist roster for many years.

Shaun presented her one-woman show POEM 
LIFE at Curiosity Fest in Oklahoma City on Oct. 5. The 
festival, sponsored by Oklahoma Humanities, was an 
all-day celebration of the arts and humanities, and her 
show included myth, poetry and storytelling. She also 
was the featured poet at the Heritage Theatre in Dewey 

L-R:  Elizabeth Ellis, Eldrena Douma, Jeanette Harjo, Fred Peters, Jaye McLoughlin at a weekend workshop at Seminole Winds 
Ranch, Jeanette’s home south of Seminole November 16, 2019. Photo by Chester Weems.

on Dec. 21.

Elizabeth Ellis presented a weekend workshop at 
“The Old Angus Barn” south of Seminole, OK, November 
15, 16, 17, 2019.  Participants included the hostess, Jea-
nette Harjo, plus Eldrena Douma, Jaye McLaughlin 
and Fred Peters all from Texas and Chester Weems 
from Oklahoma.

On October 25 and 26 Sky Shivers and Jeanette 
Harjo did storytelling at the Seminole Nation Museum 
for the Wewoka Sorghum Day Festival.  The Friday ses-
sion had about 300 students flowing through sessions and 
viewing old farm tools from 150 years ago and hearing 
stories of those times.  The Saturday four sessions were 
mainly story sessions for adults about early Oklahoma, 
though the exhibits were still open and many small groups 
of 4-6 people between the sessions were treated to histor-
ical information. At least 100 people participated in the 
Saturday activities.  Sky and Jeanette reported it was a 
busy and very rewarding weekend.

Loralee Cooley added to her personal story reper-
tory during her travel experiences this past October, when 
she went to the country of Georgia, where she last visited 
30 years ago at the time the Berlin wall was breached. 
Closer to home in New Mexico she shared the story of 
“The Clown of God” at La Mesa Presbyterian church 
during an advent storytelling.
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Winter Retreat
Mother Nature was good to the Territory Tellers 

this past weekend.  We had beautiful weather for the 
retreat at Lake Murray State Lodge.  No one had travel 
problems and Saturday was an absolutely gorgeous day.  
Members checked into the lodge and immediately found 
friends to chat with.  After we had dinner, everyone met 
in the main lobby in front of the fireplace.  We started the 
program with the mixing of the Territory Tellers trail mix 
lead by Bonnie Smith.  When everyone had added their 
contribution to the mix, we had a “one of a kind” trail mix.  
The trail mix was available through out the weekend for 
everyone to munch on.  Then it was on to storytelling.  
Just like the trail mix, we had a variety of stories told, 
and I never get tired of listening to our members tell.  
The lodge provided hot chocolate, hot cider, and cookies 
during a break.  This was followed with more stories.  

Saturday was a full day with a discussion about the 
summer festival, a festival steering committee meeting, a 
board meeting, and table telling.  In the afternoon Jeanette 
Harjo lead a workshop about finding your story.  She gave 
us excellent ideas on how we might generate ideas for a 
story.  There was plenty of time throughout the day for 
members to sit and chat and share ideas.  Saturday night 
found members in front of the fireplace again to share 
stories.  We also had four people drive from Ardmore to 
listen to the stories.  At break time we had time to visit 
with them and get to know them.  

In our world today, I am glad we have times like 
this to share stories and really connect with one another.  
Next year, I hope even more members will come and join 
in the magical process of storytelling.

Clockwise from top left: Jerry Vail started Friday night 
off with some original music, Jeanette Harjo explains 
how an unexpected find added to its story during her 
workshop on Saturday afternoon. David Titus and his 
ever-present string never fails to delight. This year’s 
Territory Teller’s Trail Mix was a hit. Chester Weems 
weaves a story from a military history find and family 
lore. 
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Sky Shivers taking a break during the Sorghum Days Festival Oct. 
25-26, in Wewoka, OK. Photo by Jeanette Harjo.

Board Meetings
March 21, 2020 the board will meet in Wood-

ward at the Historical Museum.  On Friday evening, 
March 20 some members will present a storytelling 
program at the museum.

May 16, 2020 the board will meet in Lawton 
at the Lawton/Ft Sill Veterans Center.

Any member is welcome to attend board meet-
ings and make comments during discussions, but will 
not be able to vote on issues.

Save The Date! 
“Empathy: The Storyteller’s Power” is the 

theme for the next National Storytelling Summit.  
July 23-26 in Decatur, Georgia, just outside Atlanta. 
Conference will be at the Marriott Courtyard with 
rates of $129 per night.

W
ee

m
s

Texas Storytelling 
Festival

Love listening to scary stories? Tall tales? Or maybe 
personal yarns? Come to Denton to celebrate 35 years 
of Texas Storytelling Festivals featuring 35 Tejas Tellers 
with three-and-half days of stories that will feed your 
mind, heart, and soul.  

Featured Tejas Tellers: David Claunch, Tim Couch, 
Kathy Culmer, Decee Cornish, Eldrena Douma, Elizabeth 
Ellis, James Ford, Dalton Gregory, Donna Ingham, Mary 
Grace Ketner, J.B. Keith, Sue Kuentz, Shayne Larango, 
Kim Lehman, Tom McDermott, Betsy Mosier, Bernadette 
Nason, Ann Marie Newman, Paul Normandin,  Jeannine 
Pasini-Beekman Fred Peters, Jiaan Powers, Sheila Starks 
Phillips, Jacqui Rash, Gayle Ross, Vivian Rutherford, 
Consuelo Samarripa, Jay Stailey, Fran Stallings, Larry 
Thompson, Tim Tingle, Twice Upon a Time, Darci Tuck-
er, Shelly Tucker, and Nancy Burks Worcester.

We will gather at Civic Center, 321 E. McKinney 
Street for the main festival stage with some concerts and 
events at Emily Fowler Library, 502 Oakland Street, 
(across the park from the Civic Center) and Woman’s 
Club Building, 610 Oakland Street (across the parking lot 
from the Emily Fowler Library) all in the same walking 
area and close to historic downtown Denton. 

Registration closes at midnight on Wednesday, 
March 11, 2020. Onsite registration starts Thursday, 
March 12 at 6 pm at Civic Center entrance.

Find out more details at tejasstorytelling.com/
festival

Eddie Wilcoxen relates a story from when he was a child 
out on a farm in Kansas at the TT Winter Retreat this past 
January at Lake Murray. 



6 Territory  Tellers
 6619 S 4382  Locust Grove OK 74352

 Address Correction  Requested 

Territory Tellers is a growing network of individual tellers, listeners and local storytelling  
circles. Get connected by joining our statewide organization! Dues are $25 for individual and $40 
for family membership per year.

Full Name 

Street Address 

City/State/Zip 

Country 

Home Phone        Work Phone 

e-mail address 

Web site (optional) 

Are you a storyteller?     a story listener? 

 ❏ $25 individual  q $40 family  q $40 organizational 
Please complete this form and mail it with a check payable to Territory Tellers to: 

Territory Tellers • 6619 S 4382 • Locust Grove OK 74352

Is your membership current? Send in your renewal today!


