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Territory Tellers offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting workshops 

and providing information at professional conferences and regional and local events.

President’s Message

Nothing Changes if Nothing 
Changes

“But teacher, I don’t know how to read writing!”
The teacher began to fold her papers and closed 

her books. It did not matter to her if the new student was 
only five years old and that he had never attended school 
before.  He could not “read writing”!  

Nothing changes if nothing changes.  
But changes did take place.  Step by step the student 

through concerted effort and dedicated training did learn 
to “read writing.”  And like this young scholar we all learn 
that change can come.  It is often traumatic, but more 
often slips in like a kitten and settles into a new routine 
without a skip in time.  The secret is how one observes 
and reacts.  The Parable of the Canyon is such a lesson. 

At first there were no canyons, but only the broad, 
open prairie.  One day the Master of the Prairie, walking 
over his great lawns, where only grasses grew, asked the 
Prairie, “Where are your flowers?”

The Prairie answered, “Master, I have no seeds!”
The Master then spoke to the birds and they carried 

seeds of every flower and strewed them far and wide, and 
soon the prairie bloomed all summer with crocuses, roses, 
buffalo beans, and many other flowers of the prairie.

Then the Master came and was well pleased.  But 
he missed the flowers he loved best of all and said to the 
Prairie, “Where are the clematis, the columbine, and all 
the flowering shrubs?”

And the Prairie spoke to the birds, and again they 
carried all the seeds and scattered them far and wide.  
But again the Master came and could not find the flowers 
he loved best of all and he said, “Where are those my 
sweetest flowers?”

And the Prairie cried sorrowfully, “Oh, Master, I 
cannot keep the flowers for the winds sweep fiercely, and 

the sun beats upon us and they wither up and fly away!”  
Then the Master spoke to the Lightening and with 

one swift blow the Lightening cleft the Prairie to the 
heart.  And the Prairie rocked and groaned in agony, and 
for many a day moaned bitterly over the black, jagged, 
gaping wound.

But the river poured its waters through the cleft and 
carried down deep black mold, and once more the birds 
carried seeds and strewed them in the canyon.  After a 
long time, the rough rocks were decked out with soft 
mosses and trailing vines, and all the rocks were hung 
with clematis and columbine.  The great elms lifted their 
huge tops high into the sunlight and down about their 
feet clustered the low cedars and balsams.  Everywhere 
flowers bloomed till the canyon became the Master’s 
favorite place for rest and peace and joy.  

Nothing changes if nothing changes.  The flowers 
(fruit) of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness—and some of these only grow in the canyon.

The Spirit of Oklahoma is a treasure for us to hold 
and protect.  The Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Fes-
tival is a flower that blooms every June and is a token 
of that spirit that has come about because of change.  
Please come!  Enjoy this beautiful flower of the people 
of Oklahoma.  

I wish to thank the book of daily devotion, Streams 
in the Desert, and to Ralph Conner’s account of the 
Parable of the Canyon.  And also, to a young man who 
told his daddy that he couldn’t attend OSU because he 
“couldn’t read writing”.  He was 5 years old and was 
being shown the campus where he would one day attend 
and achieve a degree to become a veterinarian.  Nothing 
changes if nothing changes.  Bonnie Smith
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SAVE THE DATE
June 7 & 8, 2019
Spirit of Oklahoma 
Storytelling Festival

Location – Eastlake Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
700 SW 134th Street, Oklahoma City

Remember Territory Tellers are the tellers at the Spirit 
of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival. Pull out your best stories, 
practice, practice, practice them and come ready to tell on June 
7 & 8.  Find stories that fit into the following categories: Per-
sonal and Family Stories, Folk and Fairy Tales, Inspirational, 
Potpourri (If it doesn’t fit any other category, tell it here) Each 
person will be able to sign-up in two of the categories. Sign-up 

sheets will be available at the registration table. 
Remember, stories must not exceed 10 minutes!! 
The best teller in each category will be chosen to 
tell during the Saturday evening concert in The 
Best of the Best part of the program. Let’s make 
this an exciting festival by sharing our BEST 
stories.

We need all of our members for this to be 
successful. Also, start to spread the word to all your friends about 
the festival.  We need listeners, listeners, and more listeners.  
You will be receiving regular emails to keep you up to date on 
all details about the festival.

Tattler Deadlines
We want to include the information you are interested in! Please 

have information in by the following dates for inclusion: 
July 15  •  October 1  •  January 15  •  March 1

I Would Love To Hear 
That Story Again

Over the years, you have probably heard many Territory 
Tellers tell marvelous stories.  Many times, you have probably 
said, “I would love to hear that story again.”  Now, you have 
a chance to help the steering committee choose some of these 
outstanding storytellers for the Friday evening concert.  If there 
a storyteller you remember who told an outstanding story, please 
send the teller’s name and a short description of the story to 
Liz Parker at elizabethparker862@yahoo.com  The steering 
committee will look at the suggestions and contact tellers about 
performing on Friday.
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FRIDAY, JUNE 7
1:00 – 4:00 Set Up for Festival

2:00 – 4:00 pm Workshop with Fran Stallings – West 
Hallway classroom

 Strengthening Your Story

4:00 pm Registration begins  - Front Entry
 Sign-up for Story Swaps and Poetry Swap
 Turn-in Silent Auction Items

 Silent Auction begins and continues until 
3:30 pm on Sat. – West Hallway

4:30 pm Table Telling – West Hallway Classroom

5:30 pm Dinner (Served by church.  Must have 
reservation)

6:30 pm Pre-Concert Music 

7:00 pm  Evening Concert  
   I Want to Hear That Story Again 

 Short reception between Friday Concert and 
Ghost Tales

8:45 pm  Ghost Tales – West Hallway Classroom

SATURDAY, June 8
8:00 am Registration continues
 Breakfast – Coffee, Juice and Homemade 

Kolaches 
 Shop at Silent Auction

8:45 am Microphone Use Workshop Anyone who 
plans to tell should attend. 

9:30 am  Story Swap – Personal and Family Stories 

10:30 am  Break – Shop at Silent Auction

10:45 am  Story Swap – Potpourri  (If story doesn’t 
fit other categories, tell here) 

11:45 am  Break – Shop at silent Auction

12:00 pm Lunch (Served at church with reservation) 

1:00 pm Story Swap – Folk and Fairy Tales 

The Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival Schedule
June 7 & 8, 2019

Eastlake Cumberland Presbyterian Church

2:00 pm Break – Shop at Silent Auction

2:15 pm Story Swap – Inspirational Stories 

3:15 pm Break – Shop at Silent Auction

3:30 pm Poetry Swap 
 Silent Auction Ends  

4:30 pm General Membership Meeting - West 
Hallway Classroom

5:30 pm Dinner (Served at church with reservation) 

6:30 pm  Pre-Concert Music 

7:00 pm Evening Concert 
   Best of the Best
   Fran Stallings

 Clean-Up And Farewells

Meals at the Festival
The members of the Eastlake congregation will be 

preparing a meal Friday night and lunch and an evening 
meal on Saturday for purchase by attendees. However 
you must pay for these meals with your early registra-
tions. Meals will not be available for purchase during 
the Festival itself. 

The Friday evening meal costs $12 per person and 
the menu is:

Meatloaf, scalloped potatoes, green beans almon-
dine, dinner roll, carrot cake and drink

Saturday lunch  costs $10 per person. Your choice 
for lunch can be indicated on the registration form:

Ham or turkey sandwich with cheese on a bollio 
roll, potato chips, green salad, fruit cup, brownie 
and drink

The Saturday evening meal costs $12 per person 
and the menu is:

Chicken Parmesan, vegetable, green salad, garlic 
bread, dump cake and drink

Remember, you pay for your meals with your reg-
istration fee.  The church is preparing the food for us, so 
you must have a paid reservation for them to plan on how 
much food to prepare. 
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TT on Social Media
Territory Tellers is in need of someone to help the 

organization with it’s presence on social media, specifi-
cally Facebook and Twitter. The board has discussed the 
need for someone to take over this aspect of promotion 
of storytelling in Oklahoma. As one member stated, we 
need the electronic footprint for our organization to grow 
and information to be shared in the now and the ever 
increasing social media driven future. 

If this sounds like a job meant for you, please 
contact president Bonnie Smith at bonniesmith1943@
outlook.com. 

2019/20 Slate of Officers up for 
vote at membership meeting 

The proposed slate of officers was presented to 
the board at it’s January meeting. This slate of officers 
will be presented at the General Membership Meeting 
on June 8th for the membership to vote on. Those who 
have agreed to have their names submitted are as follows:

President - Liz Parker
Vice-President - Pauette Geeslin
Secretary - Sheron Rodgers
Treasurer - Rosemary Czarski
Board Members
 Barbara Jones
 David Titus
 Tony Hardman
 Kim Wensel
 Teresa Vail
 Vacant
The General Membership Meeting will be on Sat-

urday afternoon of the Festival. It is hoped that as many 
of our members as possible attend the Festival and stay 
for the meeting.

Want a free 
Storytelling 
Newsletter 
from NSN?

Even if you are not a member of the National Sto-
rytelling Network you can get, via email, their newsletter.

Go to www.storynet.org. On the lower left front page 
you will see the signup process. All they need is your 
name and email address and you will start receiving the 
newsletter. It is actually FREE!  Of course the National 
Storytelling Network hopes that eventually you might see 
a personal benefit and join. Check it out. There is nothing 
to lose.   — Chester Weems

Call now to make your room reservation at the 
Best Western Greentree Inn & Suites

1811 N Moore Avenue  •  Moore OK
Phone 405-912-8882

Reservations 1 800-528-1234
Room rates are $85 plus tax for regular king room and 

$99.99 plus tax for queen suite.
Block of rooms will be held until May 15th

SOOSF Silent 
Auction

What are you going to bring to the Spirit of Okla-
homa Storytelling Festival Silent Auction? 

Books of all kinds, shapes and sizes seem to be a 
perennial favorite for both donation and purchase. There 
have been original pieces of artwork, framed prints and 
other collectibles available for bidding. Souvenirs from 
world travelers have found their way to our auction 
table as well as Oklahoma grown goodies. And there is 
a story about an afghan that made two appearances on 
those tables. 

If you have something to donate, or if you have 
questions, please contact Richard Czarski, rarczarski@
yahoo.com for answers. All proceeds go back into the 
festival funds to help cover costs.

Stallings presents Friday 
afternoon workshop

An effective story does more than survive the road 
from A to Z. Fran Stallings will help us tune up the plot, 
bring dialog to life and paint vivid scenes, Bring a story 
in progress (not your most polished gem!) and volunteer 
an example that we can work on together. 

The Friday workshop is not included in your Festi-
val pass. The cost is $25 per participant. Be sure to mark 
your selection on the registration form.
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News and notes of interest
Every Tuesday (if she’s in town) Fran Stallings tells a 

story to a 2nd grade class in Bartlesville. Their inspired teacher 
then bases activities on it the rest of the week: language arts, 
visual arts, STEM, etc. Amazing.

Her schedule in March included a day of storytelling 
at a Denton TX elementary school, a workshop “Storying 
Your Classroom” at Tejas Storytelling Festival, Denton TX. 
On March 9th she was the emcee of a Fringe Concert; told in 
the John Henry Faulk olio and competed in the Liars’ Con-
test, which she won! Then on the 30th she had a workshop 
“Science: Tell It Like a Story” at Sharing the Fire conference 
in Plymouth MA.

In April Fran will present her workshop “Science: Tell 
It Like a Story” for science students at Wellesley College, 
Wellesley MA on the 2nd and then again on the 27th at  
Northlands Storytelling conference, Madison WI (with Lynn 
Moroney).May 18 she will present a Family Stories workshop 
for ahha (arts & humanities council), Tulsa.

In June she’ll be traveling doing summer reading pro-
grams at libraries in Green Forest, Berryville, Eureka Springs 
AR; Blue Eye, Galena, Crane MO; and in OK at Bartlesville 
Public Library,Mustage Public Library, and the libraries in 
the Pioneer System (S of OKC).

Fran will be a presence at TT’s Spirit of Oklahoma 
Storytelling Festival in June, giving the Friday afternoon 
workshop and telling at the Saturday night concert. 

David Titus writes: “I am having such a great time telling 
my story. In November I was in Melborne, Australia for one 
week, Sydney for one week and New Castle for one week 
doing workshops in each of those cities. Then a week in Singa-
pore for a workshop and a week in South Korea. This January 
I was in Barcelona Spain for a three day string intensive with 
two men and then a workshop, then three weeks in Ireland. 
I traveled 2,600 miles by train, bus and car to all parts of the 
Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. I did workshops and 
also had a some gigs in the schools . Then I flew to Madrid for 
a workshop and then flew to Venice and a car picked me up to 
drive me to Slovenia for a week of workshops.” 

Storytelling partly 
responsible for 2019 
Governor’s Arts Awards 
Business

The Oklahoma Arts Council recently announced the 
names of 17 individuals and one organization that will be 
honored for their contributions to the arts in Oklahoma during 
the 43rd Governor’s Arts Awards on Tuesday, April 16, 2019. 

The Business in the Arts Award, which recognizes indi-
viduals, businesses and corporations that exhibit outstanding 
support of the arts in Oklahoma, is awarded this year to Wonder 
City Coffee, Locust Grove.

With the motto, “Community by the Cup,” Wonder City 
Coffee uses the arts to bring people together. Owners Kelly 
and Mark Palmer’s goal has been to use their venue to impact 
their rural downtown, hosting free art workshops, Cherokee 
storytelling presentations, and more. 

Kelly is the sister of Shaun Perkins, Territory Tellers 
webmaster, who also works at the coffee shop.

The awards will be presented by Governor Kevin Stitt 
during a special ceremony beginning at 4:00 p.m. in the fourth 
floor rotunda at the Oklahoma State Capitol. A reception will 
follow in the first floor rotunda outside the Betty Price Gallery. 
The event is free and open to the public.

Oklahoma Arts Council Executive Director Amber 
Sharples said Governor’s Arts Awards honorees reflect the 
qualities that define Oklahomans.

“Hard working, selfless, and devoted to causes greater 
than themselves, honorees deserve our thanks for their efforts 
in making the arts one of Oklahoma’s most robust assets,” Shar-
ples said. “Those selected for awards have shown exemplary 
commitment to impacting lives through the arts in communities 
and schools across our state. We look forward to meaningfully 
acknowledging their contributions with Governor Stitt.”

Fran Stallings, above left, gets a hug from Mary Grace Ketner after 
lying up a storm at the Liars’ Contest at Tejas Storytelling Festival 
in Denton. Fran told a her version of Pecos Bill and the Tornado 
Eggs framing it with the need to find genuine made-in-Oklahoma 
souvenirs to give Japanese friends on her Nov 2018 trip. She put the 
tall tale segment in the latest column for The Environmentor https://
www.franstallings.com/node/353.
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Start making your 
plans now to join our north-
ern cousins next year, Janu-
ary 24-26, 2020 in beautiful 
Paola, Kansas for Stories, 
Stories, Stories.

Getting the word out
One way to get the word out for our festival is to 

advertise in local programs. If you would like to sponsor 
the cost of an ad in one of your local event programs, 
please let Tina Saner know. She will design an ad for the 
festival, similar to the one below, for you to submit. Just 
email her with the size of the ad and any other require-
ments and she will send you back a PDF file to use. Her 
email address is: twosaners@aol.com. 

One of our members purchased an ad in the Texas 
Storytelling Festival’s program to promote our festival. 

Spirit of
Oklahoma
Storytelling Festival 

Come and tell your story! 

June 7 & 8,  2019  •  Oklahoma City
Join us for two days filled with stories

For more Festival Information:
www.territorytellers.com

Territory Tellers

Wonder City 
Wordfest 2019 
coming soon to 
Locust Grove

On April 27, Wonder City Wordfest 
returns to downtown Locust Grove, with 
events taking place at Wonder City Coffee 
and other downtown locations.

This annual festival, that started 
out as ROMPfest at the Rural Oklahoma 
Museum of Poetry, celebrates the power 
and joy of words, poetry, story, pastry 
and community and will be held from 
10-5 p.m.

Events will include a local author 
book fair, Juice Box Jams with Sarah 
Spurrier, poem fortune-making, pastry 

and poetry competition, a drum and poetry jam, a mass 
poetry-reading on Main Street and awards ceremony for 
winners of the Oklahoma Poem Contest and Coffee Bag 
Art Challenge.

In addition, Wordfest coincides with the LG Arts 
Alliance Big Read program, so Joy Harjo, the author of 
the book the town is reading, will be on hand to meet 
with book discussion participants and also for the Main 
Street Poetry Read.

The Main Street Poetry Read will involve reading 
every one of Joy Harjo’s poems in her book “How We 
Became Human” at the same time on Main Street. 

New this year will be a drum and poetry jam, where 
anyone can bring a drum or poetry and we’ll mix them 
together and see what happens.

Not new this year is the ever-popular Poetry & Pas-
try competition, where chefs compete for a $200 prize and 
coffee shop gift cards. This year’s pastry judge is Jimmie 
Tramel, Tulsa World Scene editor.

For more details about Wonder City Wordfest, go to 
ROMPoetry.com or contact ROMP director (and Territory 
Tellers webmaster) Shaun Perkins at 918-864-9152 or 
ROMPoetry@gmail.com.

Chester Weems has been going through some old Spirit of 
Oklahoma Storytelling Festival photos and shared this one from 
the 2007 event. Pictured are Bonnie Smith, Elizabeth Parker, 
Lynn Maroney and Jeanette Harjo. This photo was from the 
closing reception that year. 
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June 7 & 8, 2019
Eastlake Cumberland Presbyterian Church

 700 SW 134th, Oklahoma City
Registration Form

Deadline: May 24 
Name    

Complete address   

Email address    Contact phone 

Where did you hear about our Festival?  
CHOOSE from the following options if you are attending a whole day or the whole weekend:

Festival Pass  TT Members   @ $2500 or Non-Members   @ $3500 =  

Friday Only Festival Pass  TT Members   @ $1000 or Non-Members   @ $1500 =  

Saturday Only Festival Pass  TT Members   @ $2000 or Non-Members   @ $2500 =  

Not included in any Festival Pass: Friday Fran Stallings Workshop  @ $2500 =  

CHOOSE from the following if you only plan to attend an evening concert and are NOT buying a festival pass:

Friday Evening Concert  _____@ $500 = ____________ 

Saturday Evening Concert  _____@ $500 = ____________

MEALS
The Eastlake Cumberland Presbyterian Church is hosting a Friday night meal and a Saturday lunch and evening meal. 

_____Yes, I would like ___________ dinners on Friday night  _____@ $1200 = ____________
meatloaf • scalloped potatoes • green beans almondine • dinner roll  •  carrot cake  •  drink

_____Yes, I would like __________ lunches on Saturday afternoon. _____@ $1000 = ____________
sandwich with cheese on bollio roll • potato chips • green salad • fruit cup •  brownie  •  drink

My choice of lunch is : _____Ham Sandwich or _____Turkey Sandwich
_____Yes, I would like ___________ dinners on Saturday night _____@ $1200 = ____________
chicken parmesan  •  green salad  •  vegetable  • garlic bread •  dump cake  •  drink

Join Territory Tellers/renew your membership

 individual   @ $2500 or family/group   @ $4000 =  

   TOTAL DUE  
Paid         Cash           Ck#         P.O. #  

Territory Tellers Membership Please complete your personal information above and select one below:    
I   am a professional teller and set my own fees         will tell for small fee    

  like to listen to a good story 
Please register on line at www. territorytellers.com/festival-registration/  or submit form and payment payable 

to Territory Tellers to: Paulette Geeslin, 5505 S. Villa Ave., Oklahoma City, OK 73119
Official motel for the festival:  Best Western Greentree Inn & Suites • 1811 N Moore Avenue  •  Moore OK • 405-912-8882
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 Address Correction  Requested 

Territory Tellers is a growing network of individual tellers, listeners and local storytelling  
circles. Get connected by joining our statewide organization! Dues are $25 for individual 
and $40 for family membership per year.

Full Name 

Street Address 

City/State/Zip 

Country 

Home Phone        Work Phone 

e-mail address 

Web site (optional) 

Are you a storyteller?     a story listener? 

 ❏ $25 individual  q $40 family  q $40 organizational 
Please complete this form and mail it with a check payable to Territory Tellers to: 

Territory Tellers • 6619 S 4382 • Locust Grove OK 74352

Is your membership current? Send in your renewal today!


