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President’s Message

The Mouse Trap
A mouse looked through the crack in the wall to see
the farmer and his wife opening a package.
“What food might this contain?”
He was devastated to discover it was a mouse trap!
Retreating to the farmyard, the mouse proclaimed
the warning.
“There is a mouse trap in the house! There is a
mouse trap in the house!”
The chicken clucked and scratched, raised her head
and said,“Mr. Mouse, I can tell this is a grave concern
to you, but it is of no consequence to me. I cannot be
bothered by it.”
The mouse turned to the pig and told him, “There
is a mouse trap in the house!”
The pig sympathized but said, “I am so very sorry
Mr. Mouse. But, there is nothing I can do about it but
pray. Be assured that you are in my prayers!”
The mouse turned to the cow. “Oh please, dear lady,
please, hear my cry! There is a mouse trap in the house!
Did you hear me….There is a mouse trap in the house!!!”
“My good gracious, Mr. Mouse. I’m sorry for you,
but it is no skin off my nose! For you see, you are soooo
little….and I….well….I’m sooo importantly big….there
is little concern for your problems!”
So the mouse returned to the house, head down and
dejected, to face the farmer’s mouse trap alone.
That very night a sound was heard throughout the
house like the sound of a mouse trap catching its prey.
The farmer’s wife rushed to see what was caught in the
mouse trap. In the darkness she did not see that it was a

venomous snake whose tail the trap had caught.
The snake bit the farmer’s wife. The farmer rushed
her to the hospital and she returned home with a fever.
Now everyone knows you treat a fever with fresh
chicken soup, so the farmer took his hatchet to the farmyard for the soup’s main ingredient.
But his wife’s sickness continued, so friends and
neighbors came to sit with her around the clock. To feed
them, the farmer butchered the pig.
The farmer’s wife did not get well. The poor farmer’s wife died. So many people came for her funeral the
farmer had the cow slaughtered to provide enough meat
for all of them.
So…..the next time you hear that someone is facing
a problem and think that it doesn’t concern you, remember that when one of us is threatened, we are all at risk.
We are all involved in this journey called life. We
must keep an eye out for one another and be willing to
make that extra effort to encourage one another. We must
help one another.
Bonnie Smith

Tattler Deadlines
We want to include the information you are interested
in! Please have information in by the following dates for
inclusion in the Tattler:
March 1, 2019 • July 15, 2019
October 1, 2019 • January 15, 2020

Territory Tellers offers opportunities to learn the art of storytelling by supporting storytelling concerts, conducting workshops
and providing information at professional 1conferences and regional and local events.
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SAVE THE DATE
June 7 & 8, 2019

Spirit of Oklahoma
Storytelling Festival
Location – Eastlake Cumberland Presbyterian Church,
700 SW 134th Street, Oklahoma City
Make plans to join us for the 13th Spirit of Oklahoma
Storytelling Festival. We will start on Friday afternoon, June
7, with a workshop presented by Fran Stallings. Then we will
have an exciting weekend of stories, stories, and more stories.
This festival has been planned so Territory Tellers members have opportunities to tell. There will be Friday and Saturday evening concerts and ghost tales after the
concert on Friday night. Informal telling, and
four mini concerts will take place during the day
on Saturday. Special times will be scheduled for
members to visit with storytelling friends.
Saturday afternoon a general membership
meeting will be held to deal with Territory Tellers
business and to elect new officers.
A Silent Auction will be available. Territory Teller T-shirts will be for sale and members will have the
opportunity to offer items for sale. Please make plans to attend!!
We need all of our members for this to be successful. Also,
start to spread the word to all your friends about the festival.
We need listeners, listeners, and more listeners. You will be
receiving regular emails to keep you up to date on all details
about the festival.
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SOOSF Silent
Auction
Its not too early to start looking around your house for
items that can be donated to this year’s silent auction at the
Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival.
Books of all kinds, shapes and sizes seem to be a perennial favorite for both donation and purchase. There have been
original pieces of artwork, framed prints and other collectibles
available for bidding. Souvenirs from world travelers have
found their way to our auction table as well as Oklahoma
grown goodies. And there is a story about an afgan that made
two appearances on those tables.
If you have something to donate, or if you have questions,
please contact Richard Czarski, rarczarski@yahoo.com for
answers.
All proceeds go back into the festival funds to help cover
costs.
2

Annual Winter Retreat - Big
Success
informal storytelling session and then everyone met for
a lively “snowball fight” (with paper-wads) that turned
into delightful stories that were shared.
Saturday afternoon, Molly Lemmons presented a
workshop on how to pull up memories for a personal story
and how to express those memories vividly. Once again
she led everyone in an impromptu storytelling activity.
Saturday evening, we gathered around the fire place one
final time for stories. We were pleased again to have other
guests from the lodge join us. Of course, Chester Weems
had his camera there and when he wasn’t telling, he was
taking pictures. You will see some of these pictures in
this newsletter.
It was inspiring to be surrounded by the warmth of
stories for two days, visit with old friends, and welcome
some newcomers into our group. Please make plans to
join us for the Winter Retreat in 2020.

weems

Laughter was heard throughout the Sequoyah State
Lodge on January 25 & 26. Twenty-five Territory Tellers
members from Albuquerque, NM to Grove, OK and from
Ardmore to Goodwell and many places in between had
loads of fun sharing stories with one another.
Friday night activities started with the mixing of
The Storytelling Trail Mix. Our trail mix represented the
variety of stories told over the weekend. The trail mix
was available at each event and was devoured before the
Saturday evening concert.
Friday evening stories were told around the fire
place at the lodge and several other people staying at the
lodge joined us and shared our stories, trail mix, cookies,
and hot chocolate.
Saturday all attendees came to a general discussion
about our upcoming festival. There were some great suggestions that will be incorporated into our festival format.
While the board met, other members participated in an

Fran Stallings shares a story during Friday night’s telling at the 2019 Winter Retreat held at Sequoyah State Park.
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News and notes of interest

A good time was had by all. This was a dream shared
by Jeanette’s late husband Phillip; to have a place to
hold storytelling events, workshops and provide a good
gathering place for the Wolf community.

Hall Duncan states he has “many new stories to tell,
thanks to my French friends whom I visited last September. I was completely surprised and overwhelmed when
they named the town square in my honor at Bourgaltroff,
which is about 40 miles south of the German border in
French Lorraine Province.”

Friends, neighbors, and story lovers
gathered at the Old
Angus Barn Tellabration on a crisp night in
November. As the sun
faded the crowd was
serenaded by a special band, El Coyotes.
Rancher’s daughter
and owner of the Old
Angus Barn Event and
Storytelling Center,
Jeanette Harjo, was
joined by storytellers Sam McMichael,
Chester Weems, and
Sky Shivers. Lights in
the 1949, post WWII
barn made it easy to
find the hot drinks and
Molly Lemmons, Sam McMichael and Chester Weems wove their stories at a Tellabration at
homemade cookies.
Spanish Cove Retirement Center in Yukon for about 50 listeners.
Three fire pits helped
warm the guest and
Locust Grove. The Mayes County Storytellers (now deadded to the overall mood of the evening. The bed of the
funct) started the tradition in 2006 at the Locust Grove
ranch hay truck, a 51’ International, served as the stage.
Community Cente. The Tellabration then moved to Ruby’s Readers west of town. In 2013 the event became the
ROMP Tellabration, hosted by and staged at the Rural
Oklahoma Museum of Poetry in Locust Grove. In 2016
the even became Wonder City Tellabration has has been
held since then at Wonder City Coffee.
The 2018 featured teller to Choogie Kingfisher, a
Kituwah-Cherokee storyteller, who told stories old and
The 34th Annual Texas Storytelling Festival will
new, mythic and real. The free even was attended by a
be in Denton TX March 7-10, 2019. Lodging deadline
group of thirty people of all ages and backgrounds.
for festival rates is February 22, 2019.
This year’s Wonder City Tellabration will take place
Texas Storytelling Festival Host Hotel is the Spring
November 22, 2019, at the coffee shop. This is always a
Hill Suites Marriott; 940.383.4100. Let them know you
free event with anyone invited to attend.
are with the Texas Storytelling Festival for the special
festival rate of $102 + tax per night. Choice of 1 King
The next TT Board Meeting will be March 16,
bed or 2 Queen beds. SpringHill provides shuttle service
2019
in Wewoka.
to the venue, complimentary breakfast, and a restaurant
on site.

Texas Festival
Lodging
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Locust Grove has its 13th annual Tellabration on
November 16, 2018 at Wonder City Coffee in downtown

saner

Retreat in
pictures

Kim Wenzel captured the audience with a family story
asking the question “Do you know who you are?”

Eldrena Douma shares a story that helped define
eccentric.

After a “snowball fight” on Saturday afternoon, Barbara Jones told the story about getting a bee in her mouth in grade school.
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The Storytelling
Trail Mix was made
Friday night by
ingredients that
members brought
with them to the
retreat.

saner

Jaye McLaughlin and Fred Peters opened
our Saturday night telling with flute music.

The Moth Comes to Tulsa
by Ryan Howell

and OK SO Tulsa, the two-hour Tulsa show was hosted by
Moth favorite Dame Wilburn and featured five storytellers
-- all expounding on the evening’s theme “Tipping Point.”
Tellers shared true personal tales of the point of no return;
corners turned; thresholds crossed; and the straw that
broke the camel’s back. That time when the blinders or
gloves came off; a moment of truth; an hour of decision,
or the time you knew it would never be the same again.
Of the five tellers, three were flown in from around
the US and two were local. A particular highlight was the
evening’s last storyteller, a local sometimes referred to as
“The Godfather of Tulsa Poetry,” Anthony C. Brinkley
(Tony B) who related a story of how racism impacted his
young life and his time in the military.
“It was an amazing night of storytelling and we
were blown away that this event sold so many tickets. It
really shows you that people have a love for storytelling
and we are ecstatic to help bring this event to Tulsa,” says
Ryan Howell, storyteller and co-host of Ok, So… Tulsa
StorySlam. Proceeds from the event benefitted KOSU.
While at the current time there are not any firm plans to
bring the event back, the Moth staff were overwhelmed
by the response in attendance so we just might see them
again in Tulsa.

Thanks to a partnership between Ok, So… Tulsa’s
StorySlam and KOSU Public Radio, beloved storytelling
nonprofit The Moth recently held its Mainstage Event
for the first time in Tulsa on Thursday, November 15th
at Cain’s Ballroom. The event SOLD OUT with 800+
in attendance.
The popular Moth Radio Hour is heard on over
470 public radio stations nationwide and podcast is
downloaded 52 million times a year. Some of the stories
recorded live at Cain’s Ballroom will appear in the next
few months on public radio. The Moth presents true,
personal stories by luminaries across the United States.
Each show is composed of simple, old-fashioned storytelling on thoroughly modern themes, by wildly divergent
raconteurs. Every story is told live on stage, without notes
and must be true.
Presented in partnership with KOSU Public Radio

Getting the word out

One way to get the word out for our festival is to
advertise in local programs. If you would like to sponsor
the cost of an ad in one of your local event programs,
please let Tina Saner know. She will design an ad for the
festival, similar to the one below, for you to submit. Just
email her with the size of the ad and any other requirements and she will send you back a PDF file to use. Her
email address is: twosaners@aol.com.
One of our members has already purchased an ad
in the Texas Storytelling Festival’s program to promote
our festival.

TT on Social Media

Territory Tellers is in need of someone to help the
organization with it’s presence on social media, specifically Facebook and Twitter. The board has discussed the
need for someone to take over this aspect of promotion
of storytelling in Oklahoma. As one member stated, we
need the electronic footprint for our organization to grow
and information to be shared in the now and the ever
increasing social media driven future.
If this sounds like a job meant for you, please
contact president Bonnie Smith at bonniesmith1943@
outlook.com.

Come and tell your story!

Spirit of
Oklahoma

Storytelling Festival

Start making your
plans now to join our northern cousins next year, January 24-26, 2020 in beautiful
Paola, Kansas for Stories,
Stories, Stories.

June 7 & 8, 2019 • Oklahoma City
Join us for two days filled with stories
Territory Tellers

For more Festival Information:
www.territorytellers.com
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Is your membership current? Send in your renewal today!

T

erritory Tellers is a growing network of individual tellers, listeners and local storytelling
circles. Get connected by joining our statewide organization! Dues are $25 for individual
and $40 for family membership per year.

Full Name

Street Address
City/State/Zip
Country
Home Phone

Work Phone

e-mail address
Web site (optional)
Are you a storyteller?
❏❏ $25 individual

a story listener?
q $40 family

q $40 organizational

Please complete this form and mail it with a check payable to Territory Tellers to:
Territory Tellers • 6619 S 4382 • Locust Grove OK 74352

Address Correction
6619 S 4382

Territory

Requested
Locust Grove OK 74352

Tellers
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