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Territory	Tellers	offers	opportunities	to	learn	the	art	of	storytelling	by	supporting	storytelling	concerts,	
conducting	workshops	and	providing	information	at	professional	conferences	and	regional	and	local	events.

As your new president, it was hard 
for me to choose a topic for my first 
President’s Message.  A lot has hap-
pened since the Spirit of Oklahoma 

Storytelling Festival and since the “unofficial 
gavel” has been passed to me.  And then it 
occurred to me.  That’s what my topic would 
be; the progress that has been made in the 
short time that has passed.

On June 22, the board for Territory Tellers 
met in Bethany, the new home of the festival.  
At that meeting; Shaun Perkins, Tina Saner, 
and Kathryn Thurman were all re-appointed 
to their respective positions with unanimous 
approval from the board.  The board also 

unanimously 
supported ap-
pointing Sher-
on Rodgers to 
fill the term of 
her husband, 
Al  Rodgers , 
who passed 
away recently.

In  add i -
tion, a festi-
val planning 
committee or 
steering com-
mittee was ap-
pointed and 
will be meeting 
the first part 
of July.  Arlita 

Harris, who hosted the board meeting and 
serves as an important Bethany contact, was 
asked to serve on the committee.  She heartily 

accepted and we are looking forward to her 
service and contributions.

A by-laws committee was also appointed 
to review and recommend needed updates 
to our current by-laws.  We have continued 
our partnership with the Oklahoma City Arts 
Council and will be assisting them by provid-
ing an emcee for the lunch hour story swap 
for the Oklahoma City Storytelling Festival.

When the meeting ended, I came out 
feeling good about the positive results we 
had achieved.  Several members told me af-
terwards they felt the same way.  I also felt 
positive knowing that I was working with a 
dedicated, hard-working, highly capable group 
of people.  I always knew this before, but I 
never completely realized it until I became 
President.  I want to express my admiration 
for this incredible group of people and per-
sonally thank them for their hard work and 
devotion to this project.  I’m afraid I cannot 
thank them enough.

At Spirit of Oklahoma, I told a story about 
an eagle who lived his life among chickens 
and behaved as if he were one too.  At the 
end of the story, the eagle looks skyward and 
soars off to become the eagle he was meant 
to be.  Though I have never thought of us as 
behaving like chickens, I do believe that with 
the move to Bethany, we will soar to greater 
heights than we have before.  Understandably 
I am looking forward to seeing that occur.

Tony Hardman

President’s Message
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Ideas being gathered for 
bylaw updates

At the last board meeting, a committee was appointed 
to begin the process of updating our bylaws. There have not 
been major changes for a number of years to this governing 
document. While there are several ideas already on the list, 
any ideas that the general membership have regarding changes 
are extremely welcome.

A copy of the bylaws will be posted to our website so that 
members can access the document.

Suggestions need to be sent to Steve Kardaleff (skar-
daleff@aol.com)by November 18th.

Share the Stories 
I have been a member of Territory Tellers for 15 years now.  

It has been an enriching experience over the years to listen to so 
many outstanding  local, regional and national storytellers.  It has 
also been a delight to be able to tell at many different venues.  Over 
the years there have been times as a listener and a teller when 
there was a special connection between the audience and a teller 
that is hard to explain.  These are truly memorable experiences.  
I would like to share a poem that I wrote that helps explain this 
special connection to me.

Share the Stories

They came from all directions- -
wise tellers with creative
minds and giving hearts.

“We have stories to tell,” they said.
“Will they come and listen?”

The tellers told their stories - -
Some shared laughter.

Some shared tears.

The people listened and
embraced the emotions.

There emerged a deep understanding- -
Sharing the stories was an amazing thing.

Liz Cole Parker

Tattler Deadlines
We want to include the information you are 
interested in! Please have information in by the 

following dates for inclusion in the Tattler:
October	�,	20�3			•			January	�5,	20�4

March	�,	20�4			•			July	�5,	20�4
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Have you thought about 
an expanded profile?

As a benefit of TT membership, you can have 
an expanded profile on our website. When people 
click on our FIND A MEMBER page, they see a list 
of current members and can click on your name to 
read your profile.

If you would like a brief description and photo 
of yourself on your page, please email it to Shaun 
Perkins (okiestoryteller@gmail.com).

Some members already have profiles on the 
website. You can look at these pages to see some 
samples: Barbara Jones, Darla L’Allier, Molly Lem-
mons and Stella Long

Please email Shaun if you have questions or 
comments. She looks forward to receiving your 
information! 

Arts	program	will	
benefit	historic	site

Members of The Territory Tellers, the statewide 
story arts organization, the Oklahoma Association 
of Storytellers (a new Oklahoma City story guild), 
the Historical Presenters Association,  and Wesley 
United Methodist Church will combine to present an 
evening/afternoon of the storytelling art November 
23rd at Wesley UMC, NW 25th and Douglas Ave., 
OKC.  It will feature an assortment of professional 
storytellers to delight the ears. Cost will be $10 per 
person and funds will go toward preservation efforts 
for the church.  Wesley UMC was founded in 1910 and 
the current sanctuary is a lovely Gothic style with 
fascinating historic and artistic elements.

The event is locally produced in association 
with the National Storytelling Network in Jonesbor-
ough, Tennessee.  Oklahoma Association of Story-
tellers is a new Oklahoma City story guild which will 
begin meeting at the church in late summer.

The story artists for the evening will be contem-
porary Native American flutist/storyteller Kathryn 
Thurman, Molly Lemmons with “Tales to Tell” and 
Sally Riffery whose stories have been labeled “from 
the heart.”  MC for the event will be storyteller and 
author Marilyn A. Hudson.

For information about the story guild or the 
performance, email event coordinator Marilyn A. 
Hudson (marilynahudson@yahoo.com).  Please use 
the subject line: Wesley UMC Tellabration.  

A few a years ago I met Al and Sheron Rodgers 
when they became members of Territory Tellers.  
Their son, Greg, pulled them into the organization.  
Immediately Al and Sharon became involved in all 
activities of the group.  Al worked with me on registra-
tion at our Spirit of Oklahoma Storytelling Festival.  
Then he and Sheron took over registration for two 
years.  With Al’s background in PR work, he was 
always willing to help us with designing brochures 
and programs.  Both Al and Sheron were supportive 
listeners at many of our story concerts and Al par-
ticipated in telling many times.  He even told some 
stories that he wrote.  Both Al and Sheron served as 
members at large on the Board of Directors.  I ap-
preciate that Al was an involved member of Territory 
Tellers, but there are two other things that impressed 
me the most about Al.  He and Sheron did everything 
together.  If one took on a job, we were really getting 
two for one.  When you saw them together you could 
see the love and respect they had for one another.   
Another thing I admired about Al was the fact that 
he was so supportive of his son, Greg.  That father/

son relationship was a joy to observe.  The qualities 
that made Al a great husband and father also made 
him a great Territory Teller member.  We will miss 
you Al.

Liz Parker

Remembering Al Rodgers

Al	Rodgers	taking	his	turn	at	a	story	swap	at	the	
20��	Spirit	of	Oklahoma	Storytelling	Festival.	
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So	many	books	
From Plot to Narrative	 by	 Elizabeth	 Ellis.	

Parkhurst	 Brothers	 Publishers	 Inc,	 20�2.	 978-
�935�668�8

Storytellers come in all shapes and sizes from 
those who tell us stories to those who write screenplays 
so we can see them come to life. It doesn’t matter in 
what format the stories come they all start in the same 
place with the bones or basic outline of the story. With-
out this basic element we cannot map out the details 
of our story according to Elizabeth Ellis the author of 
From Plot to Narrative. This book is a true reflection of 
a master storyteller sharing her skills through humor, 
wisdom, common sense and clarity. If you have ever 
heard Elizabeth tell a story you will be able to see that 
she uses what she teaches in this book, her stories take 
on shape and unfold in 
such a way that we don’t 
just listen but become 
participants in the jour-
ney. Her new book allows 
us to break down her pro-
cess of creating stories 
into ten easy steps, each 
chapter having exercises 
attached to them to help 
us take our story from it’s 
simplest structure and 
transform it into a fully 
formed story.

I f ind that From 
Plot to Narrative is like 
a recipe for building the 
ultimate story sandwich 
with the layers being rep-
resented in each chap-
ter as context, conflict, 
sensory imagery, charac-
terization, point of view, 
emotion, connection, hu-
mor, wisdom, word choice 
and finally assembling 
all of these layers into a 
delicious story ready for 
the ear or eye. I highly 
recommend this book for 
the novice or experienced 
storyteller in their quest 
to improve their skills.

 —reviewed by 
MyLinda Butterworth

This review is espe-
cially relevant for those of 
us who took Elizabeth’s in-
tensive weekend workshop 
this spring--and for those 
who missed it! Judging 
from MyLinda’s summary, 
the book covers much of 
the same territory albeit 
in DIY format.  — Fran 
Stallings

And another storyteller is born

Teresa Black shared the photo above with Webmaster Shawn Perkins. Included 
with the photo was this short narrative:

I am with my friend Ginny  Carmichael.  She and  I are cast members of the Paw-
nee Bill Wild West Show and put up a display to promote the show.  AND-- Ginny told 
a story for the first time at a round table session!

I have told Ginny for years that she is a natural storyteller and should tell stories, 
especially ghost stories and history stories.  But she did not think she could do this.  
I have listened to her stories & knew she is a good storyteller.

She joined a table story session Saturday afternoon and when tales turned to 
travel disasters, she told about being in a motel room with her husband and son when 
a man unlocked the door and entered at 3 am -- the motel had apparently given him 
the wrong key!

I announced that this was her first “formal” storytelling -- and Darla gave her a 
Territory Teller’s pin!  That was a wonderful gesture by Darla to make the moment.

Have	you	encountered	a	
storytelling	resource	you’d	

like	to	review?

If so, please send your 200-300 
word review to Fran Stallings at fran@
franstallings.com. Many Tattler readers 
have commented that the review section 
is valuable to them in determining what 
materials to purchase. Your thoughts 
on a work could help someone finalize a 
purchase decision! 
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Oklahoma City 
Storytelling Festival

The Arts Council of Oklahoma City’s 2013 Okla-
homa City Storytelling Festival will take place August 
22-24 at the Oklahoma History Center, 800 Nazih Zuhdi 
Drive.

For over 30 years, the Arts Council of Oklahoma 
City has produced the Oklahoma City Storytelling 
Festival, which has delighted audiences with nation-
ally-acclaimed storytellers, workshops and special 
performances. The 2013 featured tellers are Barbara 
McBride-Smith, Judith Black, Patrick Ball and Alton 
Chung.

The Oklahoma City Storytelling Festival con-
tinues the tradition with three entertaining evening 
performances, a late-night session of ghost stories and 
professional workshops. Territory	Tellers	will	again	
assist	with	the	open	mic	lunch	session	on	Friday	and	
present	an	Olio	on	Saturday. This year, the Oklahoma 
City Storytelling Festival will take place in a new venue, 
the Oklahoma History Center.

For more information, including registration and 
schedule, log on to www.artscouncilokc.com/content/
oklahoma-city-storytelling-festival

Member activities
The Woodward Public Library sponsored three 

vents free to the public. On June 24 Shaun	Perkins	
presented a Firewheel Folk Storytelling & Journaling 
Workshop. July 3 Jim	Etter shared Oklahoma Ghost 
Tales. And wrapping things up on July 15 Marilyn	A.	
Hudson gave a program on Whispers from the Past.

Fran	Stallings has been traveling around the state 
with her Creep Crawl Slither Storytelling. Her perfora-
mances share world folktales of burrowing animals and 
other things that live below the surface. 

Workshop

Art of Storytelling
“After nourishment, shelter and companionship, 

stories are the thing we need most in the world.” 
Philip Pullman 

Tips and techniques of storytelling will be the 
nexus of this informal gathering of storytellers. Rose-
mary Czarski with WayWord Tellers and Oklahoma Ter-
ritory Tellers will lead both sessions. The first one was 
completed on August 3rd. The next scheduled session 
will be on Saturday, November 2nd, from 10-11:30 am 
at the Choctaw Library, 2525 Muzzy in Choctaw. Ses-
sions are free and open to those interested in the art 
of storytelling. Resource materials and refreshments 
will be provided.

Please call 390.8418 ext 3 to register for the No-
vember event. 

Upcoming dates
Additional details on our website for many of these 

events

Strange	Coincidences	&	Bizarre	Occurrences:	
An	OKC	Story	Slam

Aug 16  •   Istvan Gallery, 1218 N. Western, OKC
Sign up begins at 7:00 and stories start at 7:30. This 

event is geared towards an adult audience.

Intertribal	Storytelling	Festival
Aug 17, 10 am-3 pm    Oklahoma Choctaw Tribal Alli-

ance Bldg, 5320 S. Youngs Blvd., OKC
Contact Stella Long for more information.

Oklahoma	City	Storytelling	Festival	
August 22-24   •  Oklahoma City

www.artscouncilokc.com

Rural	Oklahoma	Museum	of	Poetry:	Treasure	Time
Sep 14, 6-9 pm   •   Locust Grove

Come out to ROMP and celebrate the treasure of 
poetry, words, and more.

Territory	Tellers	Board	Meeting	
Sept 21   •  Cordell Public Library

National	Storytelling	Festival	
Oct 4-6   •  Jonesborough, TN

www.storytellingcenter.net/festival/

Grisso	Mansion	Candlelight	Ghost	Tours
Thursdays in October   •   Seminole

Haunted tribal tales after a walking tour of Grisso 
Mansion. For more information, call 405-382-2445.

Spooky	Tales
Oct 10   •  Arts & Humanities Black Box Theater, Ada

For more information, contact Lorie Robins

Five	Tribes	Story	Conference
Oct 18-19   •   Five Civilized Tribes Museum & Bacone 

College, Muskogee
The 4th annual Five Tribes Conference brings 

together authors, storytellers, and professors with 
evening concerts free to the public.

Whispers	in	the	Night
Oct 26, 7 pm   •   Old Angus Barn Event & Cultural 

Center, Wolf
An evening of Oklahoma ghost and eerie tales. 
Email Jeanette Harjo or phone 405-398-4310.

Art	of	Storytelling	Workshop
Nov 2, 10-11:30 am   •   Choctaw Library

Call 390.8418 ext 3 to register

Territory	Tellers	Storytelling	Retreat
Jan 24-25, 2014   •   Roman Nose State Park, Watonga
A relaxing weekend at one of Oklahoma’s beautiful 
state parks--storytelling, workshops, and more. For 

more information, email Tony Hardman.

Spirit	of	Oklahoma	Storytelling	Festival
June 13-14, 2014   •   Southern Nazarene University, 

Bethany
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T
erritory	Tellers is a growing network of individual tellers, listeners and local storytelling  
circles. Get connected by joining our statewide organization! Dues are $25 for 
individual and $40 for family membership per year.

Full Name 

Street Address 

City/State/Zip 

Country 

Home Phone        Work Phone 

e-mail address 

Web site (optional) 

Are you a storyteller?     a story listener? 

$25 individual  q $40 family  q $40 organizational 
Please complete this form and mail it with a check payable to Territory Tellers to: 

Territory Tellers • 6619 S 4382 • Locust Grove OK 74352

❏

Is your membership current? Send in your renewal today!

Territory		Tellers
	66�9	S	4382		Locust	Grove	OK	74352

 Address Correction  Requested 

Check	out	the	
Territory	Tellers	Store!

You can get there via our website 
or direct at 

http://www.cafepress.com/territorytellers


